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Dear parents, carers and
friends of the Academy,
We have had a successful spring
term at Ark Globe and as you read
our spring newsletter you will
see all the exciting opportunities
available to our students. Now
that the majority of COVID-19
restrictions have eased it is
great to have the community
coming together in person more
frequently to enjoy a variety
of engagements.
During last term Year 8 students
recorded Ark Globe’s first ever
audiobook. Students took turns
to record them reading ‘Seedfolks’
by Paul Fleischman. The story is
that of an inner-city community
overcoming difference to create
a shared garden in an abandoned
parking lot. Each chapter is told
from the perspective of a character
getting involved in the garden.
It reminds me of the importance
of community and the value in
coming together for the same
purpose and how wonderful
the outcome can be when
this happens.
Our Year 11 and 13 students
have finalised their last set of
mock exams and it was great to
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see some students participate in
intervention over the half term
break. This next term is all about
revision, exam practice, rest, and
ensuring high levels of attendance.
It is important that, we as parents,
ensure that our children are in
school every day, studying every
night, eating a balanced diet, and
getting plenty of sleep from now
and during their exams.
Our Primary children will also
be undertaking their Phonics
and End of Key Stage Tests. Our
Primary team are making sure
that our children are confident
and best prepared for the tests.
These tests show students how
much they have learnt and help to
identify any subject gaps in their
learning. This is extremely useful
when moving up to the next stage
of learning.
I hope you enjoy reading our latest
newsletter, and as always, the
work we do would not be possible
without your continued support.
Yours faithfully,

Mr Matt Jones
OBE

Preparing our students for university and to be leaders in their community
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Matt Jones OBE Award
From Ms Sookun, our Associate Principal
The New Year brings with it much to reflect
on and celebrate. Individuals who have
made a significant contribution to our lives
get officially celebrated and recognised in
the Queen’s New Year Honours List. This
year, a member of our very own school
community, our Executive Principal, Mr
Jones, was recognised. Mr Jones has been
awarded an OBE (Order of the British
Empire) for his services to education.
The honour is a testament to the leadership
Mr Jones has provided since he first became
Principal in 2012. The ambition he has for
the community is matched by the work
done to ensure all our young people have
access to making those ambitions a reality.
The mission of preparing our students
for university and to be leaders in their
community is being realised and is driven
by our commitment to social justice;
making sure that our young people have
equal opportunities to determine their
own futures.
Having been born and raised in London,
facing some of the challenges our young
people face today, Mr Jones benefitted from
opportunities, in the classroom and on the
sports field, that changed the direction
of his life. His own background and
educational experience have contributed
to a commitment to ensure opportunities
are not a result of privilege or determined

DT Day in Primary
At the beginning of February, all Primary
students took part in a Design Technology
Day. They designed, made, and evaluated
their work. It was a day with creativity and
imagination as the Primary made their very
own products. There were amazing creations
from home-made bridges in Year 5, to polar
habitats in Year 2, to farms in Reception
and a marble run in Year 6. Lots of new
skills were learnt throughout the day.
Well done to all of the young creative minds!
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by chance. His determination to ensure
educational opportunity led him to set
up The Elephant Group, a charity which
increases students access to top universities
and courses, creating a network for young
people from our community and beyond.
The OBE shines a light on the incredible
work being done in schools and communities
like ours – work that would not be possible
without your support and commitment. It
sets a standard for others to follow, and
we look forward to Mr Jones receiving the
award on behalf of the community we serve.
Although it is the first, we know it will not
be the last as our students grow to make
a real difference to not only their lives
but our community too. Next stop, No.10
Downing Street!

Enrichment Day
For this term’s Enrichment Day, our
Secondary and Sixth Form students
had a fun and informative day, put
together for them through different
activities, workshops and trips. This
Enrichment Day’s theme was Futures
and Professionalism.
Our Year 9 travelled to visit Middlesex
University and Lambeth College to focus
on their future careers and to get some
first-hand experience. Year 7s went to
KidZania where they had the opportunity
to experience different careers for a day.
They could step into shoes of an actor,
firefighter, airline pilot and a radio DJ. The
students got a glimpse of working, playing,
earning, and learning whilst also having fun.
We had visitors coming in to the Academy
to work with our students. They took
part in three different activities run by
the National Careers Challenge team.
Year 10 to 13 focused on activities on Sex
Education and Healthy Relationships.
We had a day filled with discussions,
workshops, and opportunities for students
to have taster sessions looking at careers
and universities.

Chinese New Year Lunch
Our catering team love creating menus
reflecting on different cultures and
our wider world. They didn’t miss the
opportunity of celebrating the Chinese New
Year in February either. They created an
amazing and delicious lunch, which was
enjoyed by all our students and staff.
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For more news and updates please follow us on Twitter: @ARKGlobeAcademy,
Facebook: ARK Globe Academy, and visit www.arkglobe.org
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World Book Day
On Friday 4 March 2022 we celebrated
World Book Day, where students had
the opportunity to dress up as their
favourite book character and take
part in events.
They had a fantastic day, listening to many
stories and seeing each other’s costumes. So
many of our students dressed up in brilliant
costumes and we all loved the homemade
ones. Costumes ranged from Mr Men to
Harry Potter to Cat in the Hat and many
more. Our Primary very much enjoyed
celebrating books, imagination, and literacy
together throughout the day.

Ark Globe’s first audiobook
(World Book Day)
In the Secondary School, students took part
in a treasure hunt and got involved in our
first ever recorded audiobook of ‘Seedfolks’
by Paul Fleischman. A fun and
informative day filled with reading
and listening throughout the Academy.
If you want to have a listen, it is up on
our Ark Globe Academy website. Enjoy!
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Primary World Maths Day
As part of this year’s World Maths Day,
we had the pleasure of welcoming a
variety of visitors to our Primary
who use maths in their day-to-day job.
They ran workshops and talked about
their careers.
We had a coder, an actuary, a football boot
designer, a plumber, and an analyst. BMW
Park Lane UK also came in to visit our Year
2 classes. The students had a lovely time
trying out the two cars that BMW Park
Lane brought in. This was also a learning
experience for the students, as the sales
team at BMW told our Year 2 classes how
they use maths to help sell, build, and design
cars. The students also got to design their
very own BMWs and put a price tag on it!
Students also took part in a World Maths
Day live Mathletics competition throughout
the morning. Thank you to all our visitors
who took the time to speak to our students!

University offers — four from Oxbridge
Four students in Ark Globe Academy’s
Sixth Form have received Oxbridge Offers
(Oxford and Cambridge University). The
subjects that our students received offers
for are Law, Architecture, Biochemistry and
Theology. Congratulations to our successful
applicants, who know they have some hard
work ahead of them to secure the grades.
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Well done to everyone who completed
their university applications. Our Sixth
Formers are working hard for their
upcoming exams, as this is the first time
since the pandemic that they will to take
public exams. Alongside the exam preps,
Sixth Formers have been also preparing for
life at university, with money management
and cooking lessons.

First ever Balloon Debate
We had our first ever Balloon Debate last
term. In the final, we had five amazing
speeches by:
Year 7 Champion: Fatmata as Greta
Thunberg
Year 8 Champion: Lucy as Alex Haley
Year 9 Champion: Aliyat as Olaudah
Equiano
Year 10 Champion: Koigor as Nelson
Mandela
Year 12 Champion: Radu as Jose Mujica
This was a very thought-provoking debate
which left everyone on the edge of their
seats. Well done to the winner Radu, and to
all of the speakers who presented some very
compelling arguments.

National Science Week
During Science Week, our students took
part in a science poster competition based
around the theme of ‘growth’. Students
conducted experiments where growth is used.
We also had a great visit where a 5m giant
planetarium was installed in the Primary
halls. Students in Nursery, Reception,
Year 1, 2 and 3 were able to visit and had
wonderful workshops based on a variety of
things, such as looking at star formation
and the moon. All of Primary also came
dressed up in outfits related to science, we
had some doctors, astronauts, and scientists.
All the costumes were truly amazing.
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Rewards Trip
to ‘Juliet the Musical’
Our Secondary students had a fantastic
time at the Shaftesbury Theatre to watch
Juliet the Musical as a reward for their
hard work. This is what Eduarda had
to say about the musical: “I loved all the
characters, however, Anne Hathaway
(Shakespeare’s wife) stuck out to me.
Her funny, innocent but honest character
adds so much energy and humour to the
play. As Shakespeare’s wife, she’s often
thought of as the ‘woman behind the
man’ but she steps into the spotlight and
shows how his work could benefit from a
female perspective. I did also love all the
ensemble characters, they brought in so
much life. All the dancers were incredible
and the energy they had was the best!”
When asked if students would recommend
the musical, they all said “We would 100%
recommend it, whether you like musicals
or not, or if you’ve never watched one.
It is extremely captivating and spreads
an amazing message of equality and
feminism.”

Inspiring Careers Week
Masterclasses

For this year’s Careers week, we had guests
visit from a wide range of professional
backgrounds. They shared their insights
with our students, giving them advice and
delivering jam packed sessions to inspire
their future career choices. These sessions
were on a first-come-first-serve basis and
the tickets were sold out quickly. We had
professionals such as Claire Boydell who
come from a finance and law background,
and works at Arma Partners and architects
Joe Wheeler and Irina Dashkovsky from
EPR Architects.
We were fortunate enough to welcome
the director of London Marathon Events,
Hugh Brasher and people and culture
director Shelly Nash. Sea Containers’ hotel
manager Floris Kouijzer also gave a great
intro to the hospitality sector. There were
many more amazing sessions delivered by
the MET Police education team, Sapphire
Systems, Brands2Life and Lendlease
representatives.

Our students had the opportunity to
dive in headfirst and partake in activities
that were prepared for them by these
inspiring professionals. Many thanks to
all who volunteered their time for our
young people.
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Amazing Primary Artwork
Our Primary students always astonish
us with the artworks they produce. Year
3, who read Roald Dahl’s The BFG novel
in the Spring Term, have created some
fantastic artworks related to the story. Our
Year 4s thought about the environment
in their brilliant display about Saving the
Rainforest and Protecting the Wildlife.
Our Year 5s and 6s have created inspired
art about Erupting Volcanoes, Ancient
Egypt, Narnia, and World War II. We have
some future artists in our classrooms.
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Royal Courts of
Justice mock trial
Our Sixth Formers attended the Royal
Courts of Justice and participated in a
mock trial. They participated in a
performance of a trial and experienced
how a trial is conducted first-hand. They
were also really amazed by the beautiful
historical buildings.

Animals in Early Years
Our Nursery and Reception students had
a group of wonderful visitors this term. They
came with a company called ‘The Animal
Experience’. It was a little unexpected, but
the children absolutely loved seeing the
animals that were brought in. The Early
Years had a fantastic time holding and
touching a snake, meerkat, lizard and giant
millipede. They were so fearless at holding
the snakes and could not believe how
scaly they were.
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A date for your diary –
Summer Fair — 16 July 2022

Sapphire Systems Awards

It’s the first time in three years, due to the
pandemic, but we are ready for a big and
sunny reunion!

One of our long-standing business partners,
Sapphire Systems, ran the Brighter Futures
Bot Workshop with our Sixth Formers.

We are preparing to hold our biggest
Summer Fair this year, where we will
celebrate our Academy with our wider
community. The Summer Fair will take
place on Saturday 16 July 2022 between
11:00am and 2:00pm. We have enjoyed the
huge success of the previous years’ fairs and
had to take a break in 2020 and 2021 due
to the pandemic. We are looking forward
to enhancing the fair with additional fun
stalls and games, as well as birds of prey!
Once again, we will have amazing raffle
prizes — don’t forget to buy your raffle
ticket from our main reception! As always,
our parents and wider community are more
than welcome to take part in the fair. If
you would like to hold a stall at the fair or
would like to help in any other way, please
get in touch with Ms Brian-Akinlade via
marketing@arkglobe.org.

Our students were challenged to come up
with the best bot idea. How exciting!
Congratulations to Neil (winner) and
Ashraf (runner up) in Year 12 for coming
up with the best bot design to make the
world a better place. They were presented
with amazing gifts by William Morgan
from Automation Anywhere.
Also, a big thank you to Sapphire Systems
who ran the workshop in their offices in the
Shard to raise aspirations of young people
and share talents and knowledge.
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Lee Valley Indoor Cup: Globe Champions
We had an exciting term filled with
sports activities and competitions. Our
Year 7 teams competed in the Lee Valley
Indoor Cup against 62 teams from
Essex, London, Kent & Hertfordshire.
Ark Globe’s Year 7 boys team made it
through their first round in January and
went on to win the Regional Final. They were
competing against Coopers, who are ranked
number one sports school in the country.
Here are our big scorers:
60m Hurdles: Ezekiel (2nd place)
60m Sprint: Oluwajomiloju (2nd place)
One tenth of a second behind first place
200m Sprint: Abdul Majid (2nd place)
800m: Shaun (3rd place)
Shot Put: Nicholas finished (4th place)
He was 1cm from 3rd place
Long Jump: Oluwajomiloju (1st place)
This was 14cm off the Year 7 Lee Valley
Record which has been held for 12 years
High Jump: Abdul Majid (1st place)
4x200m Relay: Ezekiel, Riley, Nicholas,
and Abdul (3rd place)

After a long wait for the scores to be
gathered and presented, Ark Globe was
crowned champions after pipping Dartford
Grammar to the top spot by 4 points. An
incredible achievement which sets our
students up nicely for the outdoor season
this summer. We give all of them a huge
pat on the back!

Friends of Ark Globe
We are very pleased to have launched the
Friends of Ark Globe initiative this term.
Friends of Ark Globe is a group of parents
and carers of current Ark Globe students,
who form a structured small volunteer
group. They will support our Academy in
our events and fundraising activities to
create more opportunities for our students
and families. The first priorities that the
Friends have identified are our Summer
Fair and creating an Adult Learning
Programme.

Ark Globe Academy
Harper Road
London SE1 6AF
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The Adult Learning Programme is an
extremely exciting project for us. At Ark Globe
Academy, we are committed to providing
excellent learning opportunities not only for
our students, but for our wider community.
Therefore, we are working on an Adult
Learning Programme which will support
improving the employability and life skills of
our community. Watch this space and check
our website regularly for more information.
Thank you very much to the first cohort
of parents and carers who signed up for
Friends of Ark Globe!
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