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Dear parents, carers
and friends,
I write to you during what has
been an unusual return to our
Academy in September with
restrictions in place to limit the
transmission of COVID-19. Having
our community come together
onsite and in person has been
an important first step for us to
return to something approaching
normal. We have used technology
to connect remotely; this has been
useful supporting the work of our
school, but it not the same as faceto-face human connection. I know
our children have benefitted hugely
from being onsite with our adults.
This term has demonstrated the
importance of working together
as a community more than ever
and I continue to be proud of the
resilience shown by our staff and
children as we have adjusted to
new ways of working. I would also
like to thank our parents for their
continued support during this
unusual time.
Despite the challenges of the
current pandemic, I am delighted
to introduce you to our Autumn
newsletter, the Academy has
continued to provide our students
with access to a whole range of
fantastic opportunities, even if they
are mostly virtual!

Autumn 2020

Ark Globe Academy

As always our students continue
to work hard in their studies,
displaying high levels of
professionalism and a growth
mindset. Our Year 11 and 13
students will have an important
set of mock exams in the Spring
term and will need to spend some
time revising and preparing for
these exams. These exams provide
us with important information
regarding what our students know,
understand and the areas of their
learning they need to focus on in
the months ahead. The results
from the mocks will also be used
by teachers to generate predicted
grades for students who are either
applying for Ark Globe Sixth Form,
college or university.
I would like to pass on my thanks
and gratitude to those staff who
are leaving us at the end of term
for their service to the Academy.
Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a
restful, enjoyable and safe festive
season and a happy new year.

Mr Matt Jones,
Executive
Principal

Preparing our students for university and to be leaders in their community
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Results 2020

This was a very unusual results season
for all of the country, but our Academy
secured excellent A level and GCSE results
despite COVID-19. We are thrilled to be
sending our first student to study Medicine
and having a record number of four Oxbridge
destinations as well as many students
securing their first-choice universities.
Year 11 students were very relieved to
receive their results after a long wait.
Syeda, who received five 8s and five 7s, said:
“I am feeling very happy with my results.
Having understood that we had no control
over the process, I kept in mind that grades
don’t define us.” Syeda is now an Ark Globe
Sixth Form student studying Maths, Physics,
Economics and Geography A levels.
Francis, who received seven 7s and three
5s, was also very happy with his results
and said that his teachers have been very
supportive. “I like the enthusiasm from all
the teachers and staff; they encourage you a
lot. They push you to be the best you can be
in everything that you do, and they always
have support for you.”
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Humayra received two 9s, five 8s and
three 7s and is currently studying English
Literature, Politics, Economics and
Geography A levels at Ark Globe Sixth Form.
She also highlighted the support by the staff,
especially during the lockdown: “I wasn’t
too worried about the results. The teachers
that I have been working with since Year 7
knew me and how I could progress. Overall,
everyone’s been quite supportive. During
the lockdown, they continued to be in touch,
they called home to check in and published
virtual assemblies. There was less stress
on us, as these all felt like we weren’t too
distant from school. Just being able to keep
the relationships there was very helpful.”
Devina was another high achiever amongst
many Year 11s. She received seven 9s, two 8s
and a 7, and stayed with us to study Politics,
Sociology and Maths A levels at Ark Globe
Sixth Form. Congratulations to all of our
Year 11 students who received their
GCSE results!

Record number of four Oxbridge destinations
Once again, we had a great set of A level
results, with 100% of students receiving
a university offer and 72% of students
progressing to a top third university.
Our Principal, Matt Jones, said: “In what
has been an extraordinary and unusual
academic year, it is pleasing to see the vast
majority of our students have secured their
first-choice destination with 3 students off
to Oxbridge. The students’ success is a result
of their hard work prior to the COVID-19
lockdown and the wonderful support
offered by the dedicated adults at Ark
Globe Academy.”
Kirsten became our first student to progress
on to studying Medicine. She received A* in
Chemistry, A* in Physics, A in Maths and is
now at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.
Kirsten said: “I am really happy and proud of
myself. I would like to thank all of the staff
at Ark Globe for the support they have given
me over the years. My time at Globe has
been really valuable and I have gained lots
of skills I can use at the university.”

100% of students received
a university offer
72% of students
progressed to a top
third university

Lauren, who received three A*s in English,
History and Sociology, is now at Cambridge
University, and said that she would miss her
friends at Ark Globe: “The friendships you
can make here really will ground you. We are
all very ambitious, but everyone supports
each other. The time we spent here was a
mixture of sitting down to revise as well as
relaxing. I will miss being with my friends in
the Sixth Form area. This is a calm, nice and
funny place to be.”
Some of the other high achievers were
Brenda with two A*s and two As,
Mohammed with an A* and two Bs, and
Olamide with an A and two Bs. Brenda
went off to UCL to study History, Politics
and Economics, Mohammed is at Warwick
University studying Politics and History, and
Olamide is now at Oxford studying Classics.
Congratulations to all of our Year 13s and
Year 11s for their fantastic results!
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in morning and after school
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For more news and updates please follow us on Twitter: @ARKGlobeAcademy,
Facebook: ARK Globe Academy and visit www.arkglobe.org
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Our new Head Boy and Head
Girl emphasise the importance
of mental health

Virtual Open Days —
Secondary and Primary films

Our new Head Girl, Genesis, and Head
Boy, Philip, are the first sixth formers to
be elected for this position. Genesis (Year
13), said: “As Head Girl, what motivates
me every day is people’s positive energy.
This is very helpful for me and all the other
students in the academy. When I have a bad
day, people’s smiles and laughter can put
me in a great mood straight away. My main
goal is to make sure that students at Globe
feel happy and fulfilled, and that they feel
like they gain something out of every day
and learn from every success or mistake.
I aspire to increase awareness of mental
health and wellness around the academy
and remove any stigmas that people may
have related to the topic.”
Philip (Year 13) said: “My primary
motivation as Head Boy is the abundance
of potential I witness in my peers. Every
student I come across has something that
is unique about them.
I’d like to implement an environment
which fosters a positive relationship
between teachers and students. Throughout
my time at Globe, I have found that having
good relationships with my teachers urges
me to work harder and show high quality
through my work. Furthermore, I am
interested in making Globe an environment
where students can share their fears or
concerns and thus be confident that there
is sufficient support.”
Congratulations to all of the student
leadership body, and we wish them the
best of luck as they take on this great
responsibility.

The Autumn Term saw a very extra-ordinary
Open Day season. Unfortunately, we couldn’t
host our prospective parents and students
in the academy, but instead we organised a
series of virtual open events. As part of this,
our Executive Principal, Mr Jones hosted a
live Q&A session. Our Associate Principal,
Ms Sookun, and our Primary Principal,
Ms Colburn, filmed virtual presentations.
We also produced two amazing films to
introduce our great secondary and primary
schools. For the secondary school film, Year
7 students Lucy, Dorian and Jeminah took
the audience on a tour of the academy, as
well as talking to some key people on their
way such as Mr Jones, Ms Sookun and Mr
Bonnett. The presenters did such a great job
in presenting our academy for prospective
Year 7 parents and students.
Our primary school film showed off our
fantastic facilities, students and staff
members too. The film was contributed by
Nya’Lee and Teddy from Nursery, Naqeeb
from Year 5, Rassie, Deena and Zuriel from
Year 6. Ms Colburn, Ms McAuliffe, Ms Olive
and Mr Malachi also took part in the film.
The students were amazing in front of the
camera when they were presenting their
school. If you would like to watch the films,
please go to our website: www.arkglobe.org.
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Alumni news
This summer we had the privilege of
sending off our fantastic students to
their chosen universities. Despite all
the restrictions due to COVID-19, it has
been wonderful to hear their stories of
university life and how they have been
settling in. Recently Zareen, one of our 2017
leavers and the first student to go off to
Oxbridge, was featured in the Ark schools’
alumni magazine. Zareen talks about how
networking helped her to go to Cambridge
after Globe and then on to securing a job
at Ark! She currently works as a Venture
Analyst for Ark. Congratulations to Zareen
on securing her new job right after her
university graduation.

Another alumna, Olamide wrote an article
on how it is going at Oxford University
in her first year of studying Classics. You
can check out an article she wrote here:
www.theaccessproject.org.uk/blog/posts/
making-contact-with-students-from-similarbackgrounds-is-helping-me-to-realise-imnot-alone.
It is always great to hear from our alumni
and seeing them back in the Academy, as
they are always very committed to support
the younger generations and give back to
the community.
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Mr Whitehead ran
the virtual marathon
This year was the 40th anniversary of
the London Marathon and everyone was
anticipating a big celebratory run and
a series of events. The marathon, which
normally takes place in April, was cancelled
due to COVID-19, however, it was
re-organised as a virtual run in October.
Elite athletes such as Sir Mo Farah and
Eliud Kipchoge ran, along with many
other individual runners, who continued
fundraising at this unprecedented time.
In 2019, Mr Whitehead was selected to
run the marathon in support of Ark Globe
Academy and started to train with the
running club after school. He did not give
up on the marathon and indeed ran the
virtual marathon! He broke the Ark Globe
marathon record, as he completed the 26
mile run in 3 hours 28 minutes and 15
seconds. He also raised over £1,500 for
the Academy! We are all very inspired by
his dedication and grateful for the funds
he raised.

Black History Month
students put on a thoughtful show. The most
amazing aspect for me, however, was how
the students came together. We had dancers,
rappers, mock reporters, actors, and more…”
The technical expertise of Adedolapo (Year
11) was much appreciated as he acted as the
studio director, using Green Room effects and
giving the programme a real news studio
feel. He also edited the programme with
special sound effects. A huge well done to
all of the students who were involved in
this exciting production.
We celebrated Black History Month across
the Academy with a variety of events. The
Primary School organised Black History
Projects as art and poetry workshops. The
outcome of the home learning projects by our
Year 5 students, in which they researched
some black historical figures, were amazing.
The Secondary school had a non-traditional
approach to BHM celebrations, as the
assembly took place virtually this year. Ms
Ewusi-Aikins and Ms Warburton supported
the students to put together a fantastic
mock news programme, with breaking news
“Britain has a Black History!”. Over 20
students from across Key Stage 3 and Key
Stage 4 came together to produce this new
programme that even the Newsnight team
would be envious of! Ms Ewusi-Aikins said:
“I am proud to be part of the BHM
programme; especially this year in light
of Black Lives Matter and the pandemic,

Year 11 Apprenticeship Webinar
Our Year 11s attended the Health, Science
and Society Apprenticeships webinar
organised by Ark with guest speakers
including the NHS, GlaxoSmithKline
and Mace Group. This was a fantastic
opportunity for students to engage with
leading employers and apprentices, find
out about a range of industries and gain
insights into what it takes to successfully
apply to an apprenticeship. Our students
asked some really interesting questions to

the panellists and received compliments on
their engagement.
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Elite Player Programme launched
We had a fantastic week of trials for
the Elite Player Programme, which is
relaunched at our academy. Over 160
students from Years 7, 8 and 9 attended
trials for basketball, football and athletics.
It was a thorough selection process and the
PE team had a tough job selecting students
to start the prestigious programme. As a
result, 64 successful students received a
NikexGlobe top specifically designed for our
elite athletes. When restrictions ease, they
will have the opportunity to go on trips, get
tailored training sessions and host guest
speakers. Congratulations to all students
who are selected as Elite Players!

not selected at this time, they will
still have the opportunity to retrial later in
the academic year. Good luck to all of our
students who are dedicated to
sports success.

Students who have not been selected for the
programme can still attend clubs and will
still have the opportunity to represent Ark
Globe once fixtures resume. If a student was

COVID-19
commemoration artwork
As part of our Summer Term enrichment
programme, we asked students and staff to
send pictures representing their experiences
of the lockdown. Ms Ewusi-Aikins created
an amazing artwork combining these
pictures and marking the spirit of the
Summer 2020. The artwork is now installed
on the second floor of our main building and
reminds us of the importance of our strong
community each time we see it.
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Debate Mate
The Debate Mate programme was
relaunched this Autumn Term. Our
Secondary students and sixth formers
attend debate sessions every Monday after
school and debate on interesting yet difficult
topics. They are trained by Ms Alonge and
Ms Bowers, and through debating, they
learn key skills to become successful in
universities and the world of work, such
as confidence, teamwork, and leadership
besides listening and speaking skills.

Children in Need day in Primary
Our Primary students and staff took part
in Children in Need Day in support of
disadvantaged children and young people in
the UK. Many Primary students came to the
academy in their pyjamas for the day. There
were many fun activities and informative
sessions organised throughout the day. Our
Primary raised a fantastic £294.45! Thank
you to everyone who participated.

Sixth Form experience Ark
Professional Pathways event

Remembrance Day
All of our students and staff gathered in
their playgrounds to mark Remembrance
Day. We observed two minutes’ silence
and Mr Deppa played the Last Post, as
we also marked one of the most poignant
centenaries of the First World War: the

burial of the Unknown Warrior. In learning
family time, students had discussions and
presentations. We remembered the people
who have served and sacrificed for and
alongside the UK, including armed forces,
emergency services and all those affected.
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UCAS offers
It is that time of year again where all
our sixth formers send off their UCAS
applications. After working incredibly hard
on their personal statements, 17 students
applied for either Oxford, Cambridge
University or a Medicine, Dentistry course.
Whilst we wait to see what offers we receive,
a few students have already received some
excellent offers. Daniella has received
conditional offers from University of Exeter,
Queen Mary and Southampton University.
Aspiring medical and law students, Soheib
and Ikhlas have also received conditional
offers from King’s College London and
Exeter University, as well as Ikhlas
receiving an interview at Cambridge
University. Rawan from Year 12 has been
accepted into Bristol and Sussex medical
schools, and Tia was successfully chosen
to take part in Santander’s insight day. We
look forward to the rest of the university
offers and interviews flying in!

Anti-bullying week

Anti-Bullying Week 2020 took place in
November with the theme of ‘United
Against Bullying’. To embrace the event,
our Academy have designed a wide range
of activities to share within our school
community. Our Head Boy and Head Girl
shared a very strong and uniting message
through a video which was watched during
learning family time. Art workshops
and poetry competitions were organised,
which encouraged a creative response and
celebration of the positive power that our
society can have when we come together
and unite against bullying. The artworks
were displayed in the main building. The
events highlighted the importance of
respecting others, embracing differences
between us and the willingness to explore
other cultures.
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A new publication by our
students: the Perspective
We have a fantastic new read in the
academy: The Perspective. It is the first
edition of the student newspaper, led by
Year 11 students Tumo and Joshua. The
first edition largely focuses on Black History
Month and highlights some other events
which took place in the first half of the
Autumn Term. The launch of the Globe
Leadership Award is also featured widely.
The newspaper includes opinion pieces,
survey results about topics that concern the
students, an in-depth piece on the American
presidential elections and a section on a
few recommended books.
The editor-in-chief, Tumo, said: “This paper
is a space to have an open and honest
discussion between the different year groups
at a time when the circumstances we are in
mean that we can live separate and isolated
lives. Let’s talk about culture, politics,
sports, lifestyle and much more together.”
Ms Sookun, our Associate Principal said:
“It is an interesting and fun read but also
a reminder of what a wonderful community
we are part of. The paper is a reminder of
the great energy and drive that radiates
from our student body. It is also a great
example of student independence.” The
newspaper team is inviting everyone to
contribute to the next edition.

Christmas Lunch across the Academy

It is a Globe tradition to have a whole
school Christmas lunch in both Primary
and Secondary with roast turkey, great
vegetarian options, and of course, Christmas
crackers! It was a great joy this year too,
however socially distanced. Year groups
stayed in their zones and bubbles with
their teachers, and the festive spirit was
fully there. In addition, we hosted fantastic
volunteers from one of our long-standing
business partners, Sea Containers London.
They supported us in making sure that the
event run very smoothly and enjoyed by
all. We’d like to send a huge thank you to
Sea Containers volunteers, our fantastic
catering team and their staff and student
helpers for the great feast.

Festive Concerts
As part of the festive events, Ms Warburton,
along with the Secondary School festive
committee, organised a virtual concert.
The event was named as the Christmas
Extravaganza. The concert showcased
the amazing talent we have amongst our
students as well as our staff, who took part
by singing Last Christmas. Our Primary
School also virtualised their Winter
Performance. The whole school put together
a winter concert video to be published on the
website for parents to see. Every class sang
a song or read a poem, and Ms McAuliffe
put the videos together with a narrator in
between to introduce each video.

You can watch this concert on our website:
arkglobe.org/news/virtual-winter-concert
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Basketball Week
We have a fantastic PE department who
work very hard to create a strong sports
community amongst the students and to
improve the Academy’s sports outcomes.
Led by Ms Blaney, extra-curricular clubs,
focusing on basketball, football and athletics,
have been very popular in all year groups.
As students are unable to play external
fixtures, there will be internal ‘Sport
Weeks’ throughout the academic year. The
first competition was ‘Basketball Week’
which took place in October. Students were
selected to represent either the Chicago
Bulls or the Charlotte Hornets teams.
Throughout the week, we witnessed four
fantastic games of captivating basketball
from our Years 7 to 9 students. The Bulls
took a clean sweep of victories in all four
games, but all games were incredibly tense.
Here are the results:

Year 9 boys
Chicago Bulls 39 v 37 Charlotte Hornets
The Most Valuable Players (MVPs)
throughout the week were Troy (Year 9),
Pape (Year 9), Joel (Year 8), Dickson (Year 7)
and Kyla (Year 7). The following opportunity
to participate competitively is ‘Athletics
Week’ in December.
Assistant Principal, Mr Bonnett said “The
level of enthusiasm for competitive sport is
amazing, we have so many pupils attending
before and after school clubs. Not only this,
but with the Elite Player Programme (EPP)
starting, we can’t wait for fixtures to start
as all pupils have been working so hard
in training”.

Year 7 girls
Chicago Bulls 20 v 18 Charlotte Hornets
Year 7 boys
Chicago Bulls 20 v 14 Charlotte Hornets
Year 8 boys
Chicago Bulls 33 v 31 Charlotte Hornets

Virtual Careers Masterclasses
Throughout the summer, many of our
business and community partners
volunteered their time to create videos for
our website as part of our virtual careers
library. These videos are masterclasses
about a variety of career paths including
finance, HR, law, business analysis, IT,
museums and TV broadcasting. They are
for everyone who is ready to be inspired by
some excellent professionals and get insight
about different sectors.
You can view the masterclasses here:
arkglobe.org/virtual-masterclasses

Ark Globe Academy
Harper Road
London SE1 6AF
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