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Dear parents, carers
and friends,
I am delighted to introduce
you to our Autumn newsletter
where you can read about all
of the experiences this term,
including the wonderful way
we ended the last academic
year. We had our final 10 year
anniversary event that involved
our local community partners,
Lucy Heller, CEO of Ark Schools
and Sir Paul Marshall, Chair
and Founder of Ark. It was an
excellent opportunity to reflect
on our successes to date and to
thank the wider community for
the support they have provided
during the last 10 years.
One of my highlights from the
Autumn term was accepting an
award for ‘Sixth Form of the Year’
at the Ark Summit. The event
hosted more than 1600 educators
from across 37 Ark schools. This
award comes after another year
of amazing results meaning that
all of our sixth form students
received a university offer with
60% of those being a top 3rd
university by entry criteria,
this is three times the national
average for non-selective
state schools.

As always our students continue
to work hard in their studies,
displaying high levels of
professionalism and a growth
mindset. Our Year 11 and 13
students will have an important
set of mock exams in January.
I hope that students enjoy the
festive season, but also prepare
properly for their exams. These
exams provide us with important
information regarding what
our students understand and
know. They also provide us with
predicted grades for students
who are either applying for
Ark Globe Sixth Form, college
or university.
I would like to pass on my
thanks and gratitude to those
staff who are leaving us at the
end of term for their service to
the academy.
Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all parents
and carers for their continued
support and wish you all a
restful, enjoyable and safe festive
season and a happy new year.

Mr Matt Jones,
Principal

Preparing our students for university and to be leaders in their community
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Results 2019

Our academy celebrated excellent exam
success in its GCSE and A level results. The
results make Ark Globe once again one of
the top performing schools in the country
and it maintains its place within the top 10%
schools nationally. This year, the academy
had its best results in Progress 8. Our
students achieved around half a grade
more compared with other students
nationally, which is significantly above
the national average.
One of our high achieving GCSE students,
Sara, received eight 9s, an 8 and a 7. Sara
came to the UK from Hungary in 2014,
starting at Ark Globe not speaking any
English. She said: “I am really proud of
myself, particularly for receiving 9 both in
English language and English literature,
as I learned English only in 2014.” Sara’s
sister, Hagar also received great news on
A level results day, as she secured a place at
Glasgow University to study Neuroscience.
Another pair of sisters, Deborah and
Kehinde, also received fantastic results.
Between them they received in total two 8s,
eight 7s and seven 6s. They are now both
continuing with A levels at Ark Globe
Sixth Form.
This year, the number of students achieving
the top grades at A level rose yet again.
These results mean that 60% of our students
are now going to a top third university,
which is three times the national average
for non-selective state schools. The number
of students achieving at least three A*–B
grades — the grades required to get into
the country’s top universities — increased
to 48% this year. This year we are also
2

celebrating 100% university offers for the
third year in a row. We have sent students
to top universities including Oxford,
Cambridge, Warwick, UCL, King’s College,
Glasgow and Manchester.
Business Pathways students also did
exceptionally well on results day, with all
students receiving an A level equivalent of
C or above and 66% of students receiving an
equivalent of A*–B. Many are going to some
of the most highly selective universities,
including Queen Mary and Warwick.
One such success is Murat, who received two
As in computer science and maths and a B
in media, and now studies Cyber Security
at Warwick. He said: “I am surprised as
much as I am happy. My hard work actually
paid off. I chose this field, because it is a
very interesting area within technology.
I see myself in the future, in a 60 hours a
week job, just to make sure everyone is safe
online.” Another is Radika, who received an
A in economics and two Bs in geography and
psychology. She is now studying Security
and Crime Science at UCL. She said: “I am
very happy and proud of my results. I have
always had the dream of working for the
government in policy making. As a child, I
grew up in South East London where there
is a lot of crime. I wanted to understand,
why people commit crime and why the
different explanations we currently have
aren’t enough. Psychology is big, but wasn’t
enough to explain all behaviours.”
We are very proud of all of our Year 11 and
Year 13 students and wish them the best of
luck in their next steps, be it sixth form,
an apprenticeship or university!

Ark Globe awarded ‘Sixth Form of the Year’
We are so thrilled to have received the
Sixth Form of the Year award earlier in
the autumn term at an education summit
organised by Ark. The event hosted more
than 1,600 teachers and educators from
across 37 Ark schools.
Our Principal, Matt Jones, accepted the
award, which was presented by Sir Paul
Marshall, who is the founder of our academy.
Mr Jones said: “It was a huge privilege to
pick up Ark Schools’ Sixth Form of the Year
award on behalf of our wonderful Ark Globe
Academy staff. They are a truly amazing
group of dedicated adults. I would like
to thank all of our staff for their continued
commitment to our children and
their families.”

Ms Barcinska, Ms Sechere and Ms
Fernandes, the core Sixth Form team
(pictured below), were very excited to have
received the award. Huge congratulations to
our staff and students who contribute to the
overall success of the academy every day and
who help create the Ark Globe legacy.

Experiencing acclaimed theatre

Year 2 at the Tower of London

Thirty of our GCSE music students went
to watch the acclaimed West End musical,
Hamilton. The cast staged a special
schools’ performance and hosted a Q&A
session at the end. Our students were very
impressed with the actors and the staging
of the performance. Students were also
pleased to observe the exceptional skills
and diverse roles of the cast and crew,
including production, music, engineering
and carpentry.

As part of their topic of Kings and Queens
and the Great Fire of London, Year 2s went
to the thousand-year-old castle known
as the Tower of London. Year 2s had the
pleasure of discovering the secure fortress,
royal palace and infamous prison. They
saw the Crown Jewels, royal armouries and
learnt about royal beasts. Students also
participated in a workshop in which they
learnt about key features of the Great Fire
of London. They were able to compare and
contrast life today with life in the 1600s and
discover more about Samuel Pepys and his
written record of events. During the session,
students participated in role play to bring
the story of the Great Fire of London to
life. Year 2s had so much fun at the
Tower of London!

Our students also had the fantastic
opportunity to watch Romeo and Juliet
at Mountview Theatre in Peckham. Year
11 drama students really enjoyed the
performance that the Mountview drama
school put on.
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For more news and updates please follow us on Twitter: @ARKGlobeAcademy,
Facebook: ARK Globe Academy and visit www.arkglobe.org
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Gardening Club enjoy
gardening the four seasons
Our Gardening Club members love
observing the four seasons in the garden.
At the end of summer term, they picked the
strawberries they had planted and prepared
for the autumn harvest. When they came
back to the academy after the summer
break, they picked tomatoes and courgettes.
Everybody loved the fresh scent of the
cherry tomatoes!
Later on in the term, they harvested their
autumn vegetables, including a crown
prince squash and pumpkins. These curious
vegetables attracted lots of attention when
we shared a photo on our Twitter account.
They are types of squash, but their varied
shapes are really interesting. The garden
sometimes provides fresh vegetables and
herbs for Principal’s Lunch and staff events,
as well as the Cooking Club. Well done to
Gardening Club for their love of nature and
continuing work with Ms Hammond in
the garden.

University and apprenticeship
preparations

This is an exciting term for our Sixth
Formers as they start applying for
universities and apprenticeship
opportunities. Some of our students have
already started to receive university offers.
To facilitate success in these applications,
students receive weekly personal statement
writing workshops by our staff, alumni and
SOAS University ambassadors.
This year we have the biggest number
of students applying for medicine and
Oxbridge, with 13 overall. Their interviews
have already started, with Psychology,
Sociology and Criminology and Business
Management being the most popular
courses for our students.
One of our 2016 leavers, Shaheena, came in
for a two-hour workshop on apprenticeship
applications. After graduating from our
Sixth Form, Shaheena secured a top
apprenticeship at Deloitte and then went on
to sign a full-time contract with the Royal
Bank of Scotland and NatWest. She is a real
inspiration for our students who would like
to take the apprenticeship pathway.
Sixth Formers also went to a university
and apprenticeship fair at the Emirates
Stadium, which was a huge event with
exhibitors from across the country and
beyond. We wish all of our Sixth Formers
the best of luck!

Nursery Spaces Available
We have recently launched full time
Nursery spaces at our academy for 3–4 year
olds. Besides this, we continue to accept
students for the morning session too. Our
happy and nurturing Early Years provision

was graded ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted. Spread
the word to your friends, relatives and
neighbours! Visits to our Primary Academy
are warmly welcomed — please contact us
on 020 7407 6877 to arrange a visit.
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King’s Scholars Programme
In the autumn term, our Year 7, 8 and
9s enjoyed working with King’s College
London, which is in the top 10 universities
of the world. King’s College ambassadors
came to our academy to run workshops
with our students and to support their
preparations for top universities.
The programme included a campus
activity day for Year 7s. While Year 8s
had the chance to design their own dream
university, Year 9s had a special subject
exploration workshop, as well as careers
and qualification guidance. The programme
will continue next term with a variety of
activities and conclude with the completion
of an Independent Learning Project.

Keeping safe on the roads
Our Year 7s received a fun and very
informative road safety presentation by an
expert organisation, the Riot Act. Students
were presented with safe and active travel
choices in the form of a theatre play and
they learnt tips about how to keep safe
when travelling to and from school. The
purpose of the presentation was to educate
our new Secondary students, as some of
them are new to independent travel as they
make the transition between schools.

Mr Whitehead to run the
40th London Marathon
Our Head of Key Stage 4 and music
teacher Mr Whitehead has signed up for
an exciting challenge — he will run the
London Marathon in support of Ark Globe!
Following on from the last two years, the
academy has secured another guaranteed
place at the London Marathon. This is
going to be one of the biggest sporting
events of the year, as London Marathon is
celebrating its 40th anniversary. We are
honoured to have a place at this historic
race and we thank our partner, London
Marathon, for their prestigious gift to our
school community.

Mr Whitehead has been preparing for the
marathon for over a year. He is currently
training with the full support of the
Running Club, despite the cold weather.
His big fundraising event will be the Festive
Concert, which he is looking forward to.
He said: “I feel confident and quite excited
about running the London Marathon for
Ark Globe Academy. Of course, there is a
big pressure, because I want to do as well
as Mr Edwards, who ran the marathon last
year with a great finishing time. I would
like to thank everyone in advance for their
support!“ We wish Mr Whitehead the
best of luck. If you would like to support
him, please get in touch with us via
info@arkglobe.org

School lettings
Did you know that you can hire our
building and grounds and use our facilities
in the evenings, during the holidays and
at the weekends? If you are interested in
hiring our facilities, please visit
www.schoolsplus.co.uk/globeacademy
or call 0345 222 2323.
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Spreading Seeds – A journey with Euan and Mihai
A text by one of our community partners,
Carole Wright, who is a Project Manager,
Community Gardener and Beekeeper
working in local and international
community projects.
I began working with Euan and Mihai, Ark
Globe Sixth Form students, in November
2018 and it’s been quite a journey! Euan
and Mihai became really passionate about
the project, when they learnt that the key
to community gardening and work in the
community is the people you work with
and of course the skills gain from them.
The students worked primarily on two
housing estate gardens in St Georges Ward
SE1. These were Brookwood Triangle, which
was commissioned by Tate Modern in 2007,
and Peabody Blackfriars.
Apart from learning how to prune using
secateurs, pruning saws and mulch urban
orchards and eating the fruits of their
labours — apples, apricots, chickweed —

the most important part of community work
is managing people and their expectations.
The students were sent tomato, lettuce,
beetroot and chard seeds by Esiah Levy, the
founder of ‘Seed Share’ based in Croydon,
who, from his garden, sent seeds globally,
just for the price of a postage stamp. He was
due to meet the students in January, but
sadly passed away on the day they were due
to meet. Esiah’s passing spurred us to do
legacy work, talking about his project and
our gardens at a youth exchange in Portugal,

where I was beyond proud when Euan led a
patterns in nature workshop and Mihai led
cooperative games sessions.
I learnt a lot from Ark Globe students, they
made me appreciate the community work
I do, the power working with schools to
promote horticulture as a career, which is
not just gardening, but all the support in the
background, business, marketing, sciences
and art.
In September Odette Levy, Esiah’s mother
visited Peabody Blackfriars garden to see
the tomatoes, which were grown from her
son’s seeds by Euan and Mihai. She was very
much impressed and has sent more seeds
for the next set of Enrichment students
from Ark Globe for the spring 2020
growing season.
Be very proud of your students Ark Globe
Academy, as they add a huge value to society
by being active citizens through work
placements and enrichment periods and
their impact goes beyond the borders.

Ark Teacher Training — Would you like to become a teacher?
Have you ever been told that you would
make a great teacher? Ark Teacher Training
is an excellent programme and welcomes
applications from our parents and wider
community who may be interested in
teaching. This is a school-based teacher
training programme, to train, support and
develop new teachers in our school every year.

You will be based in our school from day one,
working as part of our staff team, but you’ll be
supported every step of the way with weekly
training sessions and a dedicated tutor. To
find out more about training to teach at Ark
Globe Academy from September 2020, visit
www.arkteachertraining.org/apply-now or
contact teachertraining@arkonline.org
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Students’ aspirations take flight
with #GlobeWings
At the end of the summer term we were
excited to launch our ‘Globe Wings’!
This special project for our 10th anniversary
was organised with the amazing support of
one of our business partners, Brands2Life.
As part of this project, we asked every one of
our students about their career aspirations
and compiled this inspiring data to be used
in creating this public artwork.

Our students are aiming high, with a career
as a doctor coming out on top as the number
one job choice. While the more traditional
career pathways, such as doctor, lawyer and
teacher still feature in the Top 10, nearly
20 new professions have emerged since the
academy was first founded, including game
designer, Youtuber and influencer.

The wings are now on display as an
immense, 5-metre-wide, multi-coloured
installation near the Primary entrance of
the academy to inspire more students and
the wider community. Each feather on the
wings has been individually drawn and
coloured in by our students, and designed
by Brands2Life. Don’t forget to take a look
when you are passing by and take a picture.
If you would like to share it on social media,
please use #GlobeWings! You can watch
a mini film about this project and our
students’ aspirations via this link:
https://youtu.be/vG7EhenkhSQ

Here are the top 10 jobs:
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1. Doctor

6. Actor

2. Footballer

7. Businessperson

3. Teacher

8. Youtuber

4. Lawyer

9. Police officer

5. Engineer

10. Entrepreneur

Celebrating with our supporters
On the very last day of the academic year,
we had our 10th anniversary celebration
event which included our local community
and business partners. Lucy Heller, CEO of
Ark Schools and Sir Paul Marshall, Chair
and Founder of Ark also attended the event.
It was a great opportunity for our staff and
wider community and supporters to get
together to reflect on our successes over the
last 10 years and to thank our guests for
their continuing support of our academy.

Year 11 geography exploration
In September all of our Year 11 geography
students attended a field trip to Epping
Forest, an ancient woodland in north-east
London. Students undertook a geographical
enquiry by identifying a question and
selecting, measuring and recording data
related to that question. Their work also
included exploring ways of processing
and presenting data and finally reaching
conclusions.
The forest is home to thousands of
species. It has 100 lakes and ponds and is
designated as a protected environment.
Every year, our Year 11s visit the forest for
their coursework and they develop personal
skills, get inspired and also have fun.

Sixth Form experience Ark
Professional Pathways event
Year 12 Business Professional Pathways
students attended their first Ark Conference
of the year. Our students enjoyed learning
more about the programme and about
working in business. They also had the
fantastic opportunity to meet with peers
from other Ark Sixth Forms. At the end
of the event, two of our Year 12 students
were awarded certificates in recognition
of their demonstration of Ark values.
Congratulations to Diletta for receiving the
award for ‘Aiming High’ and to Natasha for
her award for ‘Being Kind’.

Observing Remembrance Day
As with every year, all of our Secondary
and Sixth Form students and staff gathered
in the playground to mark Remembrance
Day. We observed two minutes’ silence on
the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th
month. Mr Deppa played the Last Post to
conclude the silence. In Learning Family
Time, our students studied the importance
of Remembrance, which is the act of
stopping to remember the people affected
by war and to hope for a peaceful future.
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Reception’s careers trip to
Old Kent Road Fire Station
Our Reception enjoyed a very exciting class
trip to Old Kent Road Fire Station. They
met firefighter Mr Green who spoke about
fire safety, how to contact fire services, what
fire alarms there are and the equipment
they wear to help rescue people and
animals. Students had a tour of the fire
station by ‘white watch’ and then all had
the opportunity to see the ladders in action.
It was a very exciting afternoon and the
students learnt about the important role
that firefighters play in the community.

A discovery day with BP
Our Year 12s had a one-day experience
at BP, a British multinational oil and gas
company. Our students had the opportunity
to experience BP’s technology and working
environments, such as their analytical
lab, test facility and one of their trading
floors (depending of our students’ area
of interests). Year 12s really enjoyed this
experience, as they also had the chance
to hear from BP’s interns about their
roles and they participated in skills
boosting workshops.

Drama GCSE assessment
Our Year 10 GCSE drama students
performed their theatre pieces to be filmed
for the assessment. All of the groups who
were being examined had created plays
about Grenfell Tower. Our drama teacher
Ms Alonge said: “The students absolutely
smashed their exam and created some
really moving and beautiful pieces of work. I
am very proud of them as they have worked
so hard!” Well done to our GCSE drama
students for their excellent creativity and
for choosing such an important and timely
topic that reflects on our academy’s purpose,
Social Justice.
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Black History Month Celebrations

The academy acknowledged Black History
Month through a fantastic celebration
event. Students from across Secondary
and Sixth Form took part in a variety of
performances including dance, songs, and
poetry. Josiah (Year 11) performed a spoken
word piece that was about the political
history of African heritage. Year 7 and
8s put on an amazing fashion show that
presented vibrant and inspiring traditional
fabric patterns and fashion styles. All of the
performances were received very well by the
audience, with lengthy and excited applause.
Thank you to everyone for such a brilliant
and inspiring Black History Month event!

Freddie’s Dog Man award
Freddie (Year 8) won the Dog Man Award,
a photography competition about pets
and reading. Freddie found out about the
competition through the library and took
a picture of his dog, Poppy, reading a comic
book with her serious face and glasses on.
This picture secured him First Prize in
Southwark. Freddie said: “At first, I was
confused, I couldn’t believe that I won it. I
am proud of my dog for being a model.”
Freddie won a Go Pro and the Dog Man
series, which he has donated to the library.
He said that he wanted the younger
students to enjoy the books, as he is now
more into thrillers. Well done Freddie!
11

Sports news
Once again, this term our students have
achieved fantastic sporting success. Our
Year 8 boys had a great victory playing
football against the Charter School North
Dulwich, winning the match 5–0.
Another fantastic sporting event this
term was Southwark Schools Learning
Partnership athletics competition, which
took place at the world-class facilities at
Lee Valley Athletics Centre. Teams from six
Southwark schools competed in a range of
athletics including high jump, shot put, 60m
sprint and 200m race. Our Year 10 boys
came runners up in this competition with
Alie, Devontae, Amin and Hassan winning
the relay completion! Very well done to
everyone who participated.

Primary’s fantastic fundraisers
Our Primary students and staff took part
in Children in Need Day. The appeal is
held once a year to raise money which goes
towards helping disadvantaged children
and young people in the UK.

pyjamas for the day. Students took part
in many fun activities in support of this
greatly valued charity. Our Primary raised
a fantastic £252.56! Thank you to everyone
who participated.

All of Primary participated in fundraising
and many came to the academy in their

Ark Globe Academy
Harper Road
London SE1 6AF
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