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Welcome all to the Spring
2021 edition of our school
newsletter.
It was an unusual start to the
term as schools nationwide were
again closed in January and
February to assist in helping to
reduce the spread of Covid-19.
I have previously spoken about
how impressed I have been with
the resilience of our community
and collectively we seamlessly
transitioned back into another
period of remote learning. All Key
Stage 2 and secondary students
were provided with Chromebooks
to assist them with their virtual
learning. The community
classroom provision was again
made available to those students
who needed it.
There was some strong
participation in the ‘Get Globe
Moving’ campaign as both staff and
students made time in their day to
keep fit during the lockdown.
Whilst we have all become more
adept with technology and online
learning we missed face-to-face
interaction and it was a special
moment reopening the school
gates again in March. To ensure
a safe return our sports hall
was temporarily converted into
an on-site Covid-19 lateral flow
testing centre for both students
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and staff. Testing is now being
completed independently from
home for the foreseeable future
as we work hard to continue to
keep our environment safe. These
were certainly unfamiliar times,
yet we demonstrated a great deal
of patience during a period where
it was very much needed. Thank
you for all for the roles you played
in this.
Having celebrated World Book Day
remotely, we held our very own
Globe Book Day during the first
week back on-site. You can read
more about the engaging activities
in the pages ahead and our newly
appointed Librarian was busy
signposting our students to some
of the excellent publications we
have here at Ark Globe Academy.
Sport will be a big focus for the
next term and we are pleased
to announce an exciting new
partnership with Fulham Football
Club, further details of which can
be found inside this edition.
I hope you enjoy reflecting on how
we have displayed independence
and adaptability during the
spring term.

Mr Matt Jones,
Principal

Preparing our students for university and to be leaders in their community
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World Book Day

On 4 March, we celebrated World Book
Day. Our Secondary teachers created
a video where they talked about their
favourite book when they were a child.
Everyone mentioned all of the reasons
why they like that particular book and
why they would recommend it to the
students.
Mr Taylor recommended the book Black and
British by David Olusoga, that is specifically
written for young adults and children, not
to be confused by the other version, which is
only for adults.
Ms Parker and Mr Deb had a long list of
books to recommend to the students. Their
recent favourite was My Sister, the Serial
Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite and The
White Tiger by Aravind Adiga, which has
also been adapted into a film by Netflix.
Besides these, they mentioned the books
Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger, The
Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefter,
A Long Way Down by Nick Hornby, The
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho and many more.
Mr Simpson’s favourite writer as a child
was Ursula K. Le Guin, Ms Martin said
that the book which most impressed her as
a child was Anne Frank’s Diary. Ms Forbes
was obsessed with the Harry Potter series
and Mr Jones said reading Animal Farm by
George Orwell had a great impact on him.
Ms Sookun recommended Oh the Places
You’ll Go by Dr. Seuss.
Primary School organised many activities
to do at home. Their theme was ’Share a
Story’. Some activities involved using the
internet, but most gave the students the
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chance to step away from the screen to delve
into the magical world of reading. They had
competitions, such as being challenged to
create a character out of a potato, create a
picture book theatre out of a cardboard box
and illustration competitions.
All of Primary were challenged to ‘Bring
Books to Life’. Students were asked to
show how they could bring their favourite
books to life. Some of the students read
together, with a wooden spoon transformed
into their favourite book character, and
some read dressed up like someone from
a book. Another challenge was to think of
an unusual place to get ‘caught reading’.
Students uploaded their pictures on Seesaw,
which were then printed for the Book
Corner at school. There were great ideas and
costumes and the best entries won amazing
prizes! There was a special virtual assembly
to share stories and experiences at the end of
the day as well as class catch-ups.

Globe Book Day
Because World Book Day took place
during the school closures, we
organised a special edition of book
day after the school opened to all
students: Globe Book Day!
On this day, the whole Academy shared
stories through a range of exciting learning
activities. Students had the opportunity to
dress up as a book character of their choice
on Friday 12 March 2021.
Primary students created their costumes
using materials they already had at home
and students then voted for the best
costume. The competitors even included
our Primary staff!
The children had a fantastic day, listening
to many stories, learning how to be an
illustrator like Quentin Blake, as well
as other book related activities. Many
thanks to Ms McAuliffe for organising
the whole day!
In the Secondary School, students took
part in a literature based competition
throughout the day, building to the big
reveal of our mystery challenge.
Secondary students could enter the
competition by drawing a scene inspired by
a favourite book and completing the Globe
Book Day Quiz. A selection of the artworks
were displayed in the library and vouchers
were given to the winner.
Throughout the day students solved the
mystery, ‘Who Hacked Microsoft Teams?’.
The clues came in the form of poetry,
comics, anagrams and videos from the staff.
In Period 6, Ms Ewusi-Aikins revealed that
a disillusioned William Shakespeare was
responsible, and normality was restored.
In addition, independently, students took
part in online book quizzes and games, the
winners receiving book tokens.
We enjoyed celebrating books, imagination
and literacy together throughout the day.
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Get Globe Moving

Ms Colburn’s Weekly Newsletters

One of the many things we learnt after
the first lockdown was that it is really
important to look after your physical
wellbeing and to try to get out and exercise
when you can.

This term, our Primary Principal
Ms Colburn started to publish a weekly
bulletin. A fantastic two page read. Each
edition is posted on our website. Ms
Colburn created the bulletin to share and
celebrate the great things our pupils do
both at home and at school. Not only do we
celebrate birthdays and share successes,
but important announcements for parents
and carers are also made on the bulletin. We
highly recommend all of the Primary School
parents and carers to follow bulletin on

Our P.E. department, therefore, organised
the Get Globe Moving challenge for
staff and Secondary School students to
take part in during the school closure.
Participants were asked to be as active
as possible and submit the distance they
had walked, ran or cycled on a MS form
every time they could get out to exercise.
The distances were recorded and counted
towards their team score.

arkglobe.org/page-strips/letters-and-bulletins

Staff members also competed in teams
which were led by Mr Whitehead, Mr
Taylor, Mr Gardiner, Ms Martin and
Ms Blaney. Mr Taylor’s team won the
challenge with Mr Whitehead’s team
coming in as the runner up.
Our Year 7–8 students also took part in an
Elbrus vs McKinley competition as well as
an individual competition. The individual
students who covered the most distance
won a £10 voucher.
Our student winners were:
Year 7 small school winner: McKinley
Year 7 individual winner: Mohamed
Year 8 small school winner: Elbrus
Year 8 individual winner: Demari
Year 9 had an individual competition as
well as a ‘P.E. group’ competition.
Year 9 P.E. group winner: Wednesday
Group
Year 9 individual winner: Shivani — who
walked the equivalent of two marathons
overall.
Year 10 individual winner: Kayle-Louise
Big congratulations to all of the winners
and very well done to all who participated
in this amazing community event.
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Big Sing — Lean on Me
To mark the end of the extra-ordinary first
half term of Spring 2021, our students and
staff got together to create a mini treat
for our whole community. They took part
in the Big Sing and recorded a wonderful
version of Lean on Me, originally written
and performed by Bill Withers. You can see
the special video of the song performed by
secondary students with a special feature
by all of the Year 3 through this link:
tinyurl.com/Ark-Globe-lean-on-me

Coming back to the Academy
This term, school was closed to the
majority of students for 9 weeks and
the lessons went onto the online
environment.
We were all back in the school for just
under a month before again breaking up
for the half term at the end of March.
Head of Kilimanjaro, Mr Whitehead asked
Secondary students what the best thing
was about coming back to the school.
Everyone who was asked agreed that they
were very happy to see their friends again
on a daily basis and pleased to be back in
the classroom.
Junaid (Year 10)
said: “It’s great to
see teachers face
to face and be with
friends. I’m happy
to be back in my
lessons. It is more
beneficial because
my teachers can
give me instant
feedback.”

Gadid (Year 10)
said: “I am glad to
be back at Globe,
because when doing
online lessons, I felt
more distracted. But
now I am focused
100% for getting
ready for my GCSEs
and catching up.”

Azizah (Year 10)
said: “The best
thing is just being
in the working
environment
and having no
distractions.”

Food Tech
Return to school in March also meant the
return of the smells of great cooking coming
from our Food Technology room. Our students
enjoyed their practical work, exploring
healthy and sustainable eating.
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Red Nose Day fundraising in Primary

We marked Red Nose Day on 19 March
2021 in our Primary School. This year’s
theme was superheroes. Our Primary
students could dress up for a £1
donation on the day.
Throughout the day, the students took part
in different fun events such as class quizzes,
team games and much more! A fantastic
£227.63 was raised on the day to be given
to Comic Relief, which is the charity that
organises the event. Thank you to everyone
who organised the day and donated to such
an important cause.
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Science Week
Year 7 and Year 8 took part in a reporting
competition during Science Week. Very well
done to the Year 7 winner, Ash, and Year
8 winner, Zoe. Year 9s organised a poster
competition on innovating the future. Nuria,
who won the competition in the Academy,
also entered her submission into the
British Science Week Poster Competition,
representing our school. Well done to all who
took part!
Our Year 10 students enjoyed a not-so-far
field trip to the Ark Globe garden, where
they used quadrats to estimate abundance
of daisies in the garden.

Mass testing centre for our community
We had an unusual term in Spring 2021.
We weren’t able to welcome back all of
our students at the end of a long winter
holiday due to the national lockdown. When
students were allowed to come back in
March, we faced a challenge of testing all
of our Secondary and Sixth Form students
and all staff members for Covid-19, to keep
our school community safe and not cause
any further interruption in our children and
young people’s education.

of testing. In total, 769 students were
tested during the 11 days of testing in the
Academy. We distributed 2451 test kits in
the first round of home testing. Covid-19
testing will continue with Secondary
and Sixth Form students and staff home
testing twice a week until the government
guidelines change.

To ensure this, we turned our gym into a
mass testing centre. This was an impressive
operation on a very large scale. Before
everyone started to receive their home
testing kits, we conducted at least three
tests in school. 26 staff members were
trained to work in the test centre and
we tested 148 students on the first day
7

Deploying Chromebooks
We have continued to be incredibly
impressed with how our students have
managed the many challenges they
have faced over the past year.
We know that our parents and carers have
played a key role in this and we really
appreciate their continued support. It is a
period that we will not forget and one from
which we have learnt many lessons. Perhaps
the most important is how technology can
help us to overcome many barriers, allow us
to keep learning and keep us connected.
It is with this in mind that we will ensure
that every student from Year 3 upwards
has access to a 1:1 Chromebook device
to support their learning at home. In
December 2020, we started to deploy
Chromebooks (laptops) to our students.
Those who have not yet received one in
Years 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will be given
their laptops from May onwards. Our
current Year 2 students going into Year 3
will be provided with their Chromebook
in September. We’d like to thank all our
staff, parents and carer for supporting
Ark Globe students.

Student newspaper

Children’s Mental Health Week

We have a fantastic new
read in the academy: The Perspective!
It is a termly newspaper prepared
completely by our Secondary students. It
is an interesting and fun read but also a
reminder of what a wonderful community
we are part of. The second edition of the
newspaper focused on important topics
varying from personal accounts to global
issues.
Reflections on the President of the
United States Biden’s inauguration, an
assessment of the Brexit negotiations,
Year 11s’ views on the exams, sports
reviews and much more can be read in the
latest edition. You can find the newspaper
on our website: arkglobe.org/pagestrips/student-voice
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Children’s Mental Health Week is a hugely
important event for our students. We
teamed up with the charity Place2Be, one
of our long term partners, to mark this
week. We offered drop in sessions to all
students, organised virtual assemblies to
promote Children’s Mental Health Week
and provided our students with strategies
to support their mental health.

Places available at our
outstanding Nursery
We are expanding our community with
children who will start their Ark Globe
journey from Nursery. We now offer full
time and morning places in our outstanding
rated Early Years and have availability in
both classes.
Our Early Years was rated outstanding by
Ofsted. A nurturing and happy place, our
Nursery is a fantastic environment to learn
and start a consistently great education.
Teddy and Nya’Lee are currently in our
Nursery classes and they told us why they
love going to Ark Globe Nursery. Nya’Lee
said: “I go to Nursery and I’m here all day
long. I like to play in the mud kitchen. In
the morning I like to read and count. In the
afternoon, we make and explore. We even
paint.” Teddy said that his favourite thing
in Nursery is counting and playing with
his friends.
Please get in touch with us on
admissions@arkglobe.org if you’d like to
get more information about our Nursery.
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Primary’s use of Seesaw
and home learning achievements
Throughout the Academy closure,
our Primary students have been
completing their lessons using the
online learning platform Seesaw.
Ms Colburn shared some amazing data
about the use of Seesaw. Primary has kept
using the platform for homework but see
below just how well the children have done,
and how hard everyone has worked!

48,289 posts added
24,020 comments made on student
work
41,261 likes of student work
540 visits by family members

Every week, Primary students received
daily fitness challenge instructions from
Mr Malachi. Some amazing work was
submitted to SeeSaw as videos or pictures.
Ms Colburn said that teachers really
enjoyed watching the videos of pupils taking
part and the sense of fun the children have
had as they have done the activities!

Follow Globe on instagram
We are very excited to announce
a new social media channel through
which we hope to connect with you.
We are now on Instagram! Please follow
us on @ark_globe.
Our P.E. department has a separate
Instagram account to announce sporting
success and news on extra-curricular clubs.
Don’t miss following their amazing account
too: @arkglobepe.
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On the last Friday of the school closure,
our Primary school organised the first ever
Screen Free Friday where we encouraged
our students to step away from their laptops
and complete some other things instead.
Many students spent the day doing things
such as cooking, cleaning their bedrooms,
reading and yoga.

6th Form Networking Evening
This year we organised our first ever
‘Virtual Networking Evening’. The event
took place using a special conferencing
software.
We missed the face-to-face meeting
and greeting aspect of the event this
year, however, it was great to see so
many professionals joining us at the
virtual event. We had panel discussions,
workshops and an expo area for students
to take part in different activities and to
meet professionals. The workshops were
organised on topics such as Applying
for Apprenticeships, Interviewing Skills
for Problem Solving and Maths Jobs,
Introduction to Data Science and Human
Rights Law.
The panel discussions focused on many
fields including Medicine & Health, Science,
Business, International Development,
Consultancy, Journalism, Dentistry, Music,
Marketing & Communication, Startups,
Technology, Real Estate, Psychology and
many more. We once again had over 100
exceptional professionals joining us,
including our Local MP Neil Coyle who took
part in the Government & Politics session.

Elite Player Programme
Our fantastic Elite Player Programme
launched towards the end of the Autumn
Term, however it couldn’t start in person
until the school’s opening in March 2021.
During lockdown, selected athletes
participated in virtual physical development
sessions, before finally, in March, they got
together for a very exciting start to the
programme.
EPP, short for Elite Player Programme, is
run in three fields: basketball, athletics
and football. It is available for boys and
girls in Year 7 to 9. The programme is an
ambitious one, aiming to allow our best
athletes the best chance of reaching their
full potential as players and take the
‘next steps’ — represent county/academy
trials. The athletes receive one specialised
training session per week as well as
pastoral mentoring, including monitoring
of academic progress, attendance and
behaviour. You can spot them in their smart
special sports’ uniform in the playground
during their training. Good luck to all of our
Elite Athletes in achieving excellence
in their respective fields!
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Fulham partnership
We are very pleased to announce a new
partnership with Fulham Football Club
Foundation, to create a football and
education programme at our Academy,
launching in the new academic year.
The football and education programme will
provide the opportunity for 16 to 19-yearold boys at our Sixth Form to further their
education on and off the football pitch. The
programme will offer high quality training
sessions and challenging weekly fixtures
in the EFL Community Leagues (U19),
alongside the opportunity to complete a
BTEC Extended Diploma in Sport and
Exercise Science (equivalent to 3 A-Levels).
Executive Principal, Mr Jones, said:
“The partnership will enable local sporting
talent to experience elite level coaching
and exposure to the world of professional
sport, while at the same time achieving the
qualifications in our 6th Form that
will enable them to access university or
high-quality apprenticeships after finishing
their studies at Ark Globe Academy.”

Karen Taylor, Fulham FC Foundation Head
of Operations, commented:
“We are excited to launch a new partnership
with Ark Globe Academy, providing students
with the opportunity to continue their
education, whilst pursuing their passion for
football. This combined approach allows us
to support students through their studies
and in the development of transferable
skills, creating a strong foundation for
their future learning and career.”

King’s Scholars programme — ‘Design a University’
Our Year 8s had several fantastic
workshops with King’s College staff and
student ambassadors as part of the King’s
Scholars programme. Our students created
their dream universities through virtual
‘Design a University’ sessions. One of the
universities designed was an Arts specialist
institution, the University for Ingenious
Scholars. It was an amazingly creative
project. Another great project was Endless
University. This was also one of the most
praised projects. King’s College staff said:
“The project submissions of Ark Globe
Academy Year 8 pupils have absolutely

Ark Globe Academy
Harper Road
London SE1 6AF
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blown us away.” Well done all of the Year 8s
who participated and created their dream
university!
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