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Editor’s Comment
Survival. The circumstances we are in have forced us to
focus on the idea. How do we do it? Spiritually?
Physically? Mentally? How does it work? If you are
reading this then… Congratulations! You are part of a
community that is surviving what has been an extremely
challenging year. Yet our experiences are all different. One
might say that the events of the last year felt like they
were written by a dystopian novelist. Another might say
that the past year has been fairly simple to deal with.
Whatever your stance is, you are surviving. I'd like to
think that the words 'survive' and 'thrive’ can go hand in
hand. Once this is all over, let's shift our attention to the
idea of thriving. How do we become the best version of
ourselves? How do we achieve our full potential? I believe
we can thrive through collaboration- working together as
a community to build each other up. That’s what this
paper is about. This platform allows us to artfully express
our thoughts on the world as it changes and, in doing so,
consider our own role in that changing world. As you
enjoy contributions from students across the school to
our second edition of The Perspective. do take the
opportunity to get your voice heard and contribute to the
next edition.

We can thrive
through
collaborationworking together
as a community
to build each
other up.

Editor-in-Chief

What’s on in the half term ahead?
23 Feb

4 Mar

8 Mar

8 Mar- 12 Mar

First day back

World Book Day

Students
returning to
school

Science Week

15 Mar-19
Mar
Spring 2
Formative
Assessment

15 Mar-19
Mar
Year 8 Options
Week

26 Mar

31 Mar

INSET

Last day of
Spring Term
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Some Highlights From the Winter

We came
together as a
community for
Remembrance
Day

In November, we
marked AntiBullying Week
#UnitedAgainst
Bullying

Students from
Years 7-9
competed in
Athletics Week.
We put on a
magical
Christmas
Show.

Year 13 sent off
their university
applications.

We ate and
celebrated
together for
Christmas
lunch.
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Lessons went
on-line as we
entered another
period or
remote
learning.

Sixth Formers
took part in an
online
networking
event attended
by nearly 300
people.

The PE team
put on training
sessions for the
Elite Athletes’
Programme.

We learnt some
techniques for
looking after our
mental health
during Children’s
Mental Health
Week.

Year 8 Kings’
Scholars got
off to a great
start.

We ended the
half term
with a big
sing and
some snow.
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Lockdown Lowdown
Reflections of the latest lockdown from students across the academy.

Throughout this time, it has been quite
challenging because through learning
from home I have needed to boost my
independence. I have had to organise
myself to get all my work done.
Throughout these challenging times, I
have still had loads of fun at home
because I can spend more time with
my family.
The worst thing so far is the weather
because I have been out helping the
local community.
Online work has been also been hard
because of my WIFI connection but I
keep a growth mindset and keep going.
Paige, Year 8

Since lockdown, I've had more time on
my hands and I’ve found it easier to
work on my remote learning and my
online lessons. I've found I’m learning
more as there are no distractions and
there is flexible time between classes.
Online lessons are my personal
preference as it means I don’t waste
time taking the ride home and have
more free time which is great for a
creative person like me . It's also nice to
stay home and be warm! I have also
learned a lot of things and read more
books than usual.
Abidah, Year 10

Hey guys! I hope everyone is doing well this lockdown. No doubt its been difficult in
these stressful times however I am extremely proud of the effort everyone has been
putting in in attending their lessons and getting work done – you should be proud of
yourselves also. Most importantly I would like to encourage you guys to take care and
preserve your mental health. This can be very hard especially with work requirements
and a new working environment, however, I’d like to give two pieces of advice I think
will largely benefit you. Firstly, make a schedule and try your best to stick to it.
Designate time to your academic work but also to your rest – time to recharge is
essential. This applies for sleeping also – make sure to sleep and arise at the same
time every day, getting at least 8 hours of sleep a day. If you find it hard to stick to your
schedule DO NOT abandon it or feel bad. When I started following a schedule, I found
it difficult to stick to it however what I did was take a step each day to bring me closer
to the schedule. So, if I managed to do only 1 hour one day, I’d make sure to do 2 the
following day. Before you know it, you’ve got your schedule! Moving forward slowly is
better than not moving at all. Secondly, do some exercise. Whether it be jogging,
cycling or walking. Before I decided to come back to school, I’d go for a run in the early
morning before learning family. Of course, you do not have to go for a run at 6 in the
morning, but you will certainly reap the benefits of exercise. It is extremely helpful in
clearing the mind, feeling positive and building discipline. So, get exercising!
Remember to take care of your wellbeing and reach out to peers or members of staff if
you need help. Ciao for now
Philip, Year 13
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In all honesty, glorifying a lockdown is the
opposite of what anyone who has been
through two prior ones should be doing. Yet I
believe this lockdown is somewhat special in
the sense that we can try and make the most
of it due to being experienced at it!
Sometimes, time away from social media can
be beneficial, however something I have been
doing is checking up on my loved ones online.
One piece of advice I can give you to make the
most of the time is to find a new hobby! The
best thing is, although restrictions are in
place, there’s still plenty you can do from
getting artsy to learning a new language (plus
we have the TIME-use it!).
Faizoliya, Year 12

My lockdown experience has had its
ups and downs. It all started in January
when we were told we were not going
to back to school and exams are not
going as planned. I had a negative
response towards this as there were no
detailed explanations to what will
happen after this, leaving me uncertain
and worried. Through the help of
family, friends and teachers I took the
time to see the benefits of lockdown
which has allowed me to look at the
university I want to go to in much more
detail, as well as think about my career
aspirations. It has further made me
connect and engage with my family and
enjoy time with them. These are
definitely unprecedented times and I
hope we can soon socialise and have
fun with friends. Daniella, Year 13

On one hand, lockdown has been a great experience for me to learn to be independent and
organised. On the other hand, it has been strenuous and difficult as in online lessons teachers
cannot always give you the support needed to understand the work. The best thing is being
able to spend time with people in my household. The worst thing is not being able to see my
other family members outside of my household. I have found online learning enjoyable as I
am still learning but it is not the same as being in school and getting the help you need.
Kayle- Louise, Year 10
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Brexit For Beginners
An assessment of the Brexit negotiations by Ibrahim, Year 10.
Brexit Boris, Trade Market Agreement
Theresa and No Deal Nigel. A few names
behind the movement of the withdrawal of
the United Kingdom from the European
Union.

What on earth is the European Union? It is
something that makes many cry like an onion
does, except this is called a union. Very slight
difference. Better known as the EU, the
European Union was formed in 1957 by the
leaders of the six founding countries of
Belgium, France, Netherlands, Germany, Italy
and Luxembourg. It was created to stop the
wars between the neighbouring countries
following the tragedies of World War Two.

However, some within the UK felt that the UK
was wasting money on EU membership and that
being a member of the EU meant that the UK had
less control over its own laws so, in the summer
of 2016, a vote, more commonly known as the
EU referendum took place. The referendum was
to allow the British people to vote on whether
they preferred to stay in the EU or to leave the
EU.
The results for the vote came in favour of ‘leave’,
and that’s exactly what happened.

Over time, other countries Europe saw the
growing benefits, economic gains and reward
of the EU and decided to join them. The
United Kingdom joined on 1 January 1973. By
2016, there were 28 members of the EU – all
committed that they would never fight each
other and be friends. living happily ever after,
sharing money, laws and growth.
Sounds splendid. Free money, free growth,
free jobs and free protection. Except it wasn’t
free. To be a part of the EU, you had to cough
up billions of pounds or euros. And there
were so many strict rules that every member
state, countries that are part of the EU are
called member states, had to abide by or else
they’d get kicked out.

The process of leaving was 4 years and 7
months, but on 1 January 2021 it finally
happened, after a year long transition period.
One of the reasons it took so long, was because
the UK needed to find someone to buy and sell
goods to and from. Agreements were made with
the likes of New Zealand, Australia, Canada and
the US, just to name a few..
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But the UK still needed the EU. Most of the food
in your fridge and fruit-baskets are from
member states of the EU and leaving them and
their ‘trade-market’ would cause your fridges
and kitchens to be empty, so we needed to find a
solution.

Securing a trade deal was crucial in making sure
you kept on eating and stuffing our cheeks with
cheese and oranges and whatever you may like
to eat.

The 4 years and 7 months of negotiations with
the EU ministers, were very hard talks as the EU
were reluctant to budge at all. The UK wanted to
leave the EU but still have a trade agreement
with the member states and be a part of the EU’s
trade market.
So, when the EU finally accepted to pass the
legislation, a trade agreement was reached and
signed officially on the 30 December 2020. This
agreement is named, ‘The EU-UK Trade and
Cooperation Agreement’ (TCA).
The TCA agreement was not exactly what the UK
wanted, and it meant trading was on much more
restricted terms, meaning we’d have to trade
with other countries and states more often and
not just majorly rely on the EU. A split opinion
on this but I personally think it is good move;
strengthening our ties with others by trading,
while also being friends with the EU by
continuing to trade with them, (even though we
definitely need them more than they need us).

So now the UK is no longer a member state,
saving billions of pounds per year, and we can
still trade with them; so, whatever you may
think, Brexit is 100% a step forward into the
right direction, - as the great Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said.

It is official and the UK is no longer affiliated
with the EU; I’m not crying, you may be, but we
do still get a lot of their goodies due to the TCA
agreement. So, you could say it was worth the
wait.
The agreement was officially in action from the 1
An absolute checkmate by the greatest Prime
January 2021 – the day the UK finally left the
Minister of all time?
European Union. In essence, Boris Johnson
provided the nation with a tactical masterclass
and proved that patience is key.

What do you think? Do you agree?
Send in a response and we might print it in
the next edition.
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Land of the Free, Home of the Brave
An opinion piece by Tumo, Year 11

Renaissance. It's the French word for 'rebirth'.
It's also the first word I thought of when
describing the events following President
Biden's inauguration. It's time for America's
rebirth. Time to resurrect civility from the
grave Donald Trump tactically built so quickly.
And it's time for equality and justice to take
priority.
I found myself somewhat moved by the
inauguration ceremony of President Joe Biden.
Maybe it was the repetition of the notion that
democracy had prevailed. Maybe it was the
focus on building a more perfect union; the
message of healing and restorative
intervention between the peoples of the
United States. It could've been the
monumental significance of Madam VicePresident Kamala Harris, a woman of AfricanAmerican and Asian-American descent, taking
an oath to bear true faith and allegiance to her
country. Or it might've been the snug and
comfortable attire Senator Bernie Sanders was
sporting.
Among the showstoppers of the inaugural
ceremony was 22-year-old Amanda Gorman.
Despite the fact that she previously had a
speech impediment, Gorman was powerful in
the delivery of her poem and the world bore
witness to her prowess as a poet. She spoke of
'A country that is bruised but whole,
benevolent but bold, fierce and free'. Between
the speeches of Amanda Gorman and
President Joe Biden, the world witnessed
America's pledge of renewal. A pledge to show
bravery, freedom, trust, truth, unity, peace,
justice and compassion. Values that are worth
patriotism.

ban and the ban of transgender people
serving in the military. Has Biden kept his
promises? Well, so far yes but his use of
executive orders doesn’t sit well with the
notion of a revived democracy. Will he
continue to do so? That is the question. In
Biden and Harris' team-race to the White
House, they catered their campaign to
supporting ethnic minorities and
supporting the LGBTQIA+ community as
well as giving women agency over their
bodies. Both Biden and Harris as President
and Vice-President respectively have a duty
to keep their promises and defend the
United States Constitution but they must do
so with consent. I believe that they will try
to do a good job, but democracy means
holding those in power accountable for the
actions they take and the decisions they
make.
I love to write about US politics because it is
so accessible to us but also very important
as what happens in the US affects the world.
I encourage all of you readers to engage
with our changing world, to become
politically literate and use your power as a
citizen to influence the decisions made in
our own government.
Lastly, we send our hopes for a prosperous
future to the citizens of America: Land of
the Free, Home of the Brave.

In Biden's first 48 hours of being president of
the United States, he issued seventeen
executive orders. For example, he mandated
mask-wearing and rejoined the Paris Climate
Agreement. He has also reversed the Muslim
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Exams not as we know it.
Sumaya in Year 11 reflects on the year.
Whether you’re reading this whilst in bed or on the
bus to the community classroom- I want you to
think to yourself-what is bothering me the most? I’ll
answer with what’s bothering me…
Well, let me take you back to the first lockdown in
March 2020. The headlines read: ‘Students GCSEs
cancelled.’ At the time, I was like, what has that got
to do with me? I was in Year 10 so felt certain my
exams would go ahead the next year and I would
get the grades I wanted.
Fast forward 7 months to the week before my first
set of mocks in October. I remember my Dean
saying, ‘make sure to relax but also do bits and
pieces of revision.' I took a quarter of the advice'relax.' For the next eight days, I binge watched all
the K-dramas I could and the upcoming mocks
didn't hit me until the 24 hours before school was
due to start. Keep in mind my mother told me at the
beginning of the term, ''Please, revise! This could be
the only chance you get to sit GCSEs. Remember
what happened to the previous Year 11 students.
Don't be complacent. Ace this one.'' Entertainment
and comfort made me complacent.
Come the week of mocks, I crammed, revising hard
the night before each exam. This method had
worked for all the other years I'd been at school so
surely this time it would! DON’T TRY THIS AT
HOME! I passed the exam week with an Islamic
prayer before each exam and hoped that somehow
God would make the exams as easy as possible. My
prayers weren’t answered.

When I opened my mock results I was happy and
heartbroken at the same time. When I showed my
peers, they said, 'you did well’, but inside me, I
couldn't shrug off the feeling of regret. I wished I
had worked harder. I looked ahead to the real
exams and I smiled again- it would be a chance to
prove myself.
Then comes the part of this story that bothers me so
much. I told you guys at the beginning to think of
what bothers you. Well, now let me come to the
most annoying thing I've ever experienced. In
January 2021, the government announced exams
would not go ahead as normal.

I was and am genuinely distraught at this
year's outcome. The government has
shattered so many dreams without knowing
it. Sitting GCSEs are our way of determining
our future. Let me give you a little backstory
to justify why I feel this way. I came across a
story that a person had a first-class degree in
their university course, yet they wanted to
change courses and find a job in a different
field. However, the thing that held the
individual back was that they didn't have a
Grade or above in GCSE. In the end, they used
a chunk of their redoing GCSEs so they could
get a job in their desired field. At least they
had the opportunity to sit exams normally.
We won’t.
The moral of this story is that GCSE results
can dictate the building blocks of university
pathways, hence my sour attitude to the
Education Secretary's decision. It feels like
we’ve been robbed of the opportunity to
determine our path.
Although exams and results shouldn't stress
us this much-they do. We are moulded by
society to feel this way.. Since I was small and
able to walk, I've been educated- a privilege
but for the sake of argument, it's a lifelong
commitment forced upon us. We could ease
and counteract the stress felt by putting
things in place, such as mindfulness and
leisure activities.
But my opinion alone doesn’t change
anything. As a school lets reduce the mental
strain we feel by…
You guys finish the sentence as students
because it's not a one-person solution; it's
upon us all to make a difference.
As for the Year 10s don't be complacent about
your studies because you'll be kicking
yourself, asking, ‘Why couldn't I have got a
grade higher? Why? Why?’
As for the Year 11s, own your grade and just
focus on the future.
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What are you saying?

How would you rate the quality of
your lockdown work?

Are you looking forward to school reopening?
POOR
30%

NO
33%
YES
67%

Teacher Feature

AVERAGE
45%

GOOD
25%

Please Note: All surveys were completed with a
select group of Year 11s.

Each edition, we will interview a teacher or member of staff. This edition we spoke to Mr Knowles.
What is your favourite thing to teach in Maths?
I love teaching calculus and Mechanics ( which is a bit like Physics)
in A Level maths. There are loads of real life situations you can
model using these methods.
What interests do you pursue outside of the classroom?
I like keeping fit, meeting up with friends (at least I used to),
watching football, and over lockdown I started playing COD with my
friends, although I spend most my time in the Gulag!
If you didn't teach Maths, what other subject would you teach
and why?
I think it would have to be Science, I always liked Physics and
Chemistry at school and still find them interesting.
What books/TV are you reading/watching at the moment?
I am currently reading No Country For Old Men, a recommendation
from Ms Parker. I really enjoy watching David Attenborough
documentaries on BBC iPlayer or Netflix.
Where are you from?
I grew up in a town called Farnham about an hour south of London.
My Mum is English and my Dad is half English and half Jamaican.
What is your dream holiday?
I’d love to go on a Safari. But right now I’d take any holiday.
What is something you've learnt from your experience in
Lockdown?
Not to worry about the bigger picture and to take each day as it
comes. Also to be able to make the best of a bad situation and be
grateful for the little things.
What advice would you give to students who are struggling
with learning at home?
Make yourself a to do list and make sure you tick three things off a
day. Ask for help when you are stuck or not sure what you are being
asked to do.

Quick-Fire Round
Glasses or Contact Lenses?
Glasses
Passenger or Driver?
Driver
Coffee or Tea?
Coffee
Card Game or Board Game?
Card game
Cats or Dogs?
Dogs
Early- bird or Night -owl?
Early -bird
Theatre or Cinema?
Cinema
Comedy or Horror?
Comedy
City or Countryside?
City
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A Life On Paper
A feature piece by Joshua, Year 11

Your life starts with a gasp of air and tears
running down your cheeks as your mother
holds you, eyes sore with a weak smile. You are
born under the lights of the hospital room,
looked upon with cheerful eyes from your
family and some people in light blue overalls.
Soon enough, you hear sound. Sound that is
manipulated by the movements of lips, teeth,
and tongue. Sound that is directed to you, and
soon enough you become associated with a
certain name. That name, your weight, your
gender, your hour, and date of birth all become
scratches of black ink on a piece of paper.
As you grow up, standing on your two feet you
socialise with other little people like you in
something called school. You play some
football, you do some races, you gossip, you
have your fights. Those cheerful eyes from your
birth are still present, and you are basking in
the glory of irresponsibility. You every so often
form big shapes on paper your teacher calls
‘letters’, and your scribbles are supposed to be
what is called ‘art’. Sometimes, you’re told to
give a big piece of paper to your Mum and Dad.
Sometimes, there are these pretty things called
‘stars’, pieces of paper cut into a five-pointed
shape, and those determine how good you’ve
been. Once you collect a certain number, you
are given a reward. All on paper.
As you grow up, standing just a bit taller, you
start to distinguish yourself. You find your
social clique, you try climbing up the social
hierarchy, and you look on to the ones most
popular. Perhaps you know them well, or
perhaps you envy. You want to be them, but you
can’t. Oh well, the paper keeps pilling on, with
increasingly difficult problems to solve and the
coming of this thing called SATs. It’s a big bunch
of exams that will tell your secondary school all
about your academic know-how. In other
words, it’s like those report cards you gave to
your parents, but determine your academic
rank. All on paper.

As you grow up, you’ve moved schools and
now you’re even more individual. Maybe you
still have that desire to be popular or maybe
you’ve grown past that. It doesn’t matter
anyway, for the work continues, seemingly
with just new things to learn. Then comes the
tests, the sets, the grading – 9s, 8s, 7s, 6s, 5s,
4s, 3s: numbers that determine your value as a
person. Again, all on paper.
After secondary, moving through tertiary and
finishing at university you come out with
pieces of paper that tells your employers all
about your worth. All these years of your life
represented in simple letters and numbers. All
on paper.
And so begins your adulthood, where life does
not differ from before. Your resume is where
you scribble on about all your achievements,
success, skills, all while trying to make yourself
as glorified as possible. Your employment is
not too different either, paper determines your
work, paper determines your salary, paper
gives you a report, paper reports on you, paper
gives you how much paper you’ve earned, and
paper is the difference between you getting
more paper to spend on things and getting a
paper that stops everything in its tracks. All on
paper, and all you do is for paper.
Then, you meet someone special. You sign a
paper saying you’re together. All on paper.
Then, you have kids. You sign a paper about
their identity. All on paper.

Then, you retire. You sign a paper to resign
from your work, and you sign another to
breeze through in your old age. All on paper
Then, you die. Paper is signed for your grave,
your gravestone, your will, your funeral, your
legacy. All that’s left is paper
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KS3 Athletes’ Takeover
A sports round up by Sports Editor, Ibrahim, Year 10.
Weeks of training built up to the climax of a Key
Stage 3 athletics tournament in December. It
resulted in some very eager and exciting displays
from students who took time out to compete and
most importantly to win.

The mass turnout made for a great
atmosphere with everyone eager to get
started and follow whichever orders came
their way.

The competition took place in the school gym and
was over the course of 3 days, Monday-Wednesday.
Year ’s on Monday, Year ’s on Tuesday and Year 9s on
Wednesday. Organised by the PE Department, Mr
Gardner, Ms Heavey, Ms Blaney, Mr Buckingham, Mr
Boothe and Mr Bonnett.

Several Sixth-Formers came over to the gym
to help the staff and athletes out over the 3day span; one of whom was Jamaal who had a
lot to say on the tournament and the
students. ‘I mainly chose to come just to help
younger years with sport and to also identify
who would like to take a professional sports
pathway.’

Students were told to be good in class in order to
participate. ‘We told them if they get a C2, they can’t
come. And funnily enough, there were no C2s.’, Mr
Gardner tells the school reporter, ‘It just shows how
much it means to them and how willing they are, so
yeah, it is good’.
Globe Academy has laid the foundation of integrity
and professionalism and the students have been
nurtured into becoming professional through many
ways, one of which is sport.

The main reason for this tournament was to
encourage and unite the students and make
them into athletes for the week. It was very
successful in doing so with the staff, students
and volunteers turning up on mass, it made
for a great end to the term.

The co-operation of the teachers and students led to
a very entertaining showing by the athletes. From
the high jump to the triple jump, vertical jump and
shotput, the competitive atmosphere was topped off
with sprint races and relays.

For any more information contact 2024i.khan@arkglobe.org
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