Year 8 Options Booklet
Preparing our students for university and to be leaders in their community

Dear Parents and Students,
The qualifications our students get at the end of Year 11 are important. They allow students to
progress to Sixth Form and then on to university. As such, these qualifications are critical to
Ark Globe realising its mission for students. We want our students to go to university or to
enter a career of their choice. Achieving this will mean students are more likely to lead
fulfilling lives.

At Ark Globe, students begin their GCSE Option subjects in Year 9 so that can get a deep
understanding of their option subjects and are better prepared for post-16 study.
From Year 9 onwards, students will study:
•
•
•
•

English Literature, English Language Maths and Science (Combined or Triple)
History or Geography
A Modern Foreign Language
2 other GCSEs

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) requires students to take GCSEs in English, Maths,
Science, History or Geography and a foreign language. We want to ensure as many students as
possible complete this so that students have access to the best opportunities after Globe.
This booklet provides key information for both students and parents related to the choices
that need to be made in preparation for next year.
Please read through the booklet carefully in preparation for making your initial. When making
your choices, think about what you would like to do after GCSE. If you are interested in a
particular university degree or career, make sure you research what qualifications are needed.
It is also a good idea to speak to subject teachers and leaders for advice, as well as students
who are studying those GCSEs currently.

Yours sincerely
Mr Koramoa
Assistant Principal

“Choose the options for yourself and for your future.”
Hello Year 8,
It's that time of the year where you finally get to pick the subjects
you want to do at GCSE. I hope you're excited. It’s a great time to
look at your journey through education so far. It’s also a good time
to research, see what you really enjoy studying and look at the vast
number of professions there are available to you. I clearly
remember being in your position when I was in year 8. I remember
when I was actually picking my options, I really had to think hard.
I knew that I had to study Maths, English and Science because they
were compulsory, meaning you have to do these subjects. I also
knew that I had to carry on with the Modern Foreign language I
was studying.
At first, I was really worried and thought that, to be able to choose my options, I needed to
know the profession I wanted to follow in the future. Looking back now I can say to you with
confidence that as long as you like what you're doing, it'll be the right choice for you. You don’t
need to know the exact job you want to do. Choose the options for yourself and for your
future. Listen to the guidance you are given by your teachers, who all know you really well;
listen to the guidance of your parents and guardians too. It’s really important to speak to the
right people about your choices. You can even speak to students you know in the year above
you to ask them what is involved in the subjects you like.
Whatever you pick will be great for you, get the right advice and choose subjects that you love
and will work hard at. Good luck!
Genesis
Head Girl

“Do not base your decision on whether you will be with your peers –
they may not have the same aspirations as you.”
Dear Year 8 students,
The time has come for you to choose your options for GCSE, I am
fully aware that this can be a difficult decision which is why I want
to give you advice on how to choose your options. Personally,
when choosing my options, I focused them around subjects that I
would enjoy and engage in. I enjoyed Computer Science, Art and
found the idea of History intriguing so I picked those subjects.
This is important as you will not be able to change your options
after they have been picked so make sure to choose options which
interest you. Also, if you know what type of career you wish to
pursue in the future, there may be an option which is required as a
qualification in the future. For example, if you want to be a
Computer Scientist, it would be sensible to choose Computing as
an option. Please make sure to make these decisions as an
individual. Do not base your decision on whether you will be with
your peers – they may not have the same aspirations as you. This
is your decision to make only. Good luck on your future studies. I
hope all of you will be able to choose the right subjects for
yourselves.
Philip
Head Boy

Options Timeline

Subject Information

History GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr Taylor
What is the subject about?
Why did people migrate from the Caribbean to Britain
70 years ago and how have they changed Britain?
How likely was nuclear war in the 1960s? What did
Malcolm X and the Black Panthers think of Martin Luther King?
What was it like to be rich in Elizabethan England? When did the King of England
stop speaking French? These are just a few of the questions you will answer in GCSE
History. By studying History, you will gain a better understanding of how events of
the past have shaped society worldwide into what it is today. You will also develop
your skills of analysis and an ability to formulate a coherent argument, executed with
finesse. In taking History GCSE, you will study British and world history. The GCSE
History course has been designed to help you understand the value and significance of
world events in the past. In the process you’ll gain a deeper understanding of social,
cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. Knowing how people lived in the past helps to
understand why people act like they do today.
Where will this qualification take me?
History is a challenging and well-respected subject that develops in students excellent
skills of critical analysis, argument formulation and powerful disciplinary knowledge.
You can go on to study a wide range of Humanities and Social Sciences at A Level,
Degree Level and beyond. It also complements a number of other subjects and is one
the ‘facilitating’ subjects recommended by Russell Group universities, including
Oxford and Cambridge.
Course Components:
We study the AQA specification, focusing on British and American History.
Unit 1: Modern World History:
• America 1920 – 1973 (social, political and economic developments in America)
• Conflict and tension between East and West 1945 – 1972 (the Cold War)
Unit 2: Shaping the Nation (British History):
• Migration, empires and the people: 790 to present (the movement of people to and
from Britain and its empire)
• Elizabethan England 1568 – 1603 (religion, poverty, culture and
class under Elizabeth I)

Geography GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Ms Barrie
What is Geography about?
There has never been a better or more important time
to study geography. With growing interest in issues such as
climate change, migration, economic change and social cohesion, geography is one of
the most relevant courses you could choose to study and it enhances your cultural and
social capital of the world.
It is fun, exciting, challenging and very current as geography is all around us. GCSE
geography will provide you with knowledge and transferrable skills that will reward
you personally and advance you professionally. Geographers have transferrable skills
wanted by all universities and it is also highly employable in a variety of careers.
“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future”
Where will the qualification take me?
Studying geography will not only enhance skills needed for other subjects such as
analytical, numerical and evaluative skills, it also helps you to develop your writing
ability as well as using high levels of data. Through the study of geography at GCSE
and then A-level you can access a wide range of Higher Education courses such as
Environmental sciences, law and social sciences.
Geography graduates are employed in many different occupations including:
journalism, law, marketing, advertising, environmental awareness, education and the
travel industry. Geography is an exciting topic and plays a key role in thinking about
the future.
Course Components:
We offer the AQA specification where candidates will take 3 exams at the end of Year
11.
• Paper 1: The challenge of natural hazards, the living world, rivers and coasts
• Paper 2: Urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world, resource
security
• Paper 3: Issue evaluation and fieldwork

Modern Foreign
Languages GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mr Eastham
What is the subject about?
By having a language as one of your GCSE options you will
learn how to speak, read and write in that language and acquire
an understanding of the cultures of either France and the French speaking world,
including the former French colonies in Africa and Quebec or the cultures of Spain
and Latin America. Spanish and French are both widely spoken around the globe. If
you choose MFL, you will be allocated to the language you studied in year 8, and it is
not possible to switch. This is because you need the foundational knowledge acquired
in Year 7 and Year 8 to progress to GCSE.
Different units of work will be covered, including identity and culture, local, national,
international and global areas of interest, study and employment. Study relating to the
French and Spanish speaking worlds plays a key role in MFL learning at Ark Globe
Academy and pupils may have the opportunity to take part in a residential trip.
At Ark Globe, we follow the Pearson Edexcel GCSE course, giving our students broad
exposure to the language, fully immersing them in the culture through speaking and
listening. There are numerous benefits to learning a modern foreign language and
students will enhance their career opportunities in doing so.
Where will this qualification take me?
Many colleges and sixth forms require their applicants to have a GCSE qualification in
a language and once you have completed your GCSE you will be able to pick French or
Spanish as an A Level.
Language skills are highly prized in professional services such as banking, law and
accountancy where many firms operate on a global level. Qualifications in MFL are
also valued by the best universities, making entry to Russell Group universities more
likely. In turn, a degree from a top university greatly improves long-term
employability.
Course Components:
• Paper 1: Listening and understanding in French/Spanish
(25% of the total qualification)
• Paper 2: Speaking in French/Spanish (25% of the total qualification)
• Paper 3: Reading and understanding in French /Spanish
(25% of the total qualification)
• Paper 4: Writing in French/Spanish (25% of the total qualification)

To do Spanish or French GCSE, you need to have studied it
in Year 7 and Year 8.

Religious Studies
GCSE
Exam Board: AQA: Religious Studies A
Subject Leader: Ms Opeku
What is the subject about?
Religious studies is the study of religions and religious
responses to fundamental questions of life.
At GCSE, Students will gain an appreciation of how religion,
philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They will
develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas,
leadership and research skills. All these skills will help prepare them for further
study.
Many students have a religious background and they love to study their religion
which serves as a great advantage to remarkable success in the subject. However, you
do not need to be religious to study this subject. Religion guides many decisions that
are made in people’s lives and in public policy. This course helps to gain a greater
understanding of those decision and the influence of religion in life and society.
Where will this qualification take me?
Study of Religious Studies GCSE lays a good foundation for further study of
Religious Studies at A-level and complements other related A-level subjects including
Philosophy, Law, History, Government and Politics, Sociology and English
Literature.
Religious Studies is a relevant qualification for ANY job which involves working with
other people and understanding the needs of others. For example doctors, nurses,
teachers, police officers, lawyers, judges and social workers.
The UK is a multi-faith society and an understanding of our differences will help us
live and work together peacefully. The principles within this GCSE attempt to achieve
this understanding.
Course Components:
• Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practice of:
Christianity and Islam
• Component 2: Thematic studies
• Theme A: Relationships and families.
• Theme B: Religion and life.
• Theme C: Religion, crime and punishment.
• Theme D: Religion, human rights and social justice.

Media Studies GCSE
Exam Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Mr Gardiner
What is the subject about?
Media Studies involves the close analysis of mass
media - television, film, radio, digital and social media
and print. It looks at how these types of communication
impact on modern society. It gives you a chance to voice
your opinions on the world we live in and tackle some of the
biggest issues that we face today. If you’re passionate about getting your opinion
across and helping to shape the world we live in then this is the subject for you!
If you don’t understand the media, where it comes from and who is behind it, then you
won’t understand the world we live in! Media affects every aspect of our daily lives and
understanding it is key to understanding the world we live in. In a world that is now
dominated by social media apps like Snapchat and Instagram, young people are using
media almost every hour of the waking day. It is important that we get an
understanding of how these media forms draw audiences in and because of this, Media
Studies is becoming more important than it has ever been before. You will explore a
variety of media texts and think about why they are culturally significant in shaping
our society.
Where will this qualification take me?
A Media GCSE and A-level can lead you into many careers and courses at university.
For example: Media & Marketing, Film Studies, Communications, Graphic Design,
Web Design, Screenwriting, Journalism, Sociology and many more.
Media also offers the chance for you to become technically proficient at using a range
of different technologies – essential in today’s fast-moving society.
As part of the GCSE you will design and produce your own media product (film trailer,
TV show opening, website, video game, magazine) in response to a brief so it is also
useful for those wanting to go and work n the media industry.
Course Components:
• Unit 1 : Television and promoting media
• Unit 2 :Music and news
• Non-Exam-Element: Creating media in response to a brief.

Art and Design GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Ms West
What is the subject about?
The world of art, craft and design is so big it’s
almost impossible to imagine.
It includes everything that any artist, craft worker
and designer has ever created since the beginning
of time to the present day, in any part of the world and
for any useful or decorative purpose. It’s no small challenge to know even where to
begin!

One advantage with art and design is that you are free to choose the aspects of the
subject that interest you. Successful students make the most of this freedom. However
success in this subject does require a significant commitment to work on art projects
outside of lesson time.
Students who succeed at GCSE can go on to study the A level course.
Where will this qualification take me?
Art and Design GCSE provides a great foundation for those wanting to become an
Artist, Designer, Illustrator, Teacher, Community Arts Worker, Exhibition/Set
designer, Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Printmaker, Jewellery Maker, Sculptor, Web
designer, Photographer. It is also useful for those who want to go on to work in
Museums or with Art collections.
Course Components:
• Component 1 Personal Portfolio 60%
• Component 2 Externally Set Assignment 40%

Music GCSE
Exam Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Ms Warburton
What is the subject about?
Music GCSE is for pupils who are serious about
the development of composing, performing and
theoretical skills. The course provides plenty of
breadth as it focuses on a range of musical styles and
areas of study through a variety of set works. The course
demands the development of the complete musician,
creating numerous opportunities for the study and application
of skills, including score reading, within a variety of instrumental and vocal Music.
Students will explore a number of set works and styles in great detail learning the
musical elements, contexts and language of the style along the way. Students will also
study a range of pieces beyond these set works in order to gain a larger context and
provide stimulus for their compositions.
Students will be provided with free instrumental lessons within one instrument which
they will be assessed on in a solo and ensemble setting within their second year.
Students must dedicate their time to mastering their musical instrument.
Where will this qualification take me?
Music GCSE is a great foundation for those wanting to become a professional musician
For example, singer/instrumentalist, song writer, composer. It is also useful for those
who want to have a music-related career. For example, Music Critic, Conductor,
Recording Engineer, Producer, Publicist, Music Therapist, Music Teacher.
After Music GCSE, there are a range of post-16 qualifications you can pursue related to
Music. These include A level Music, BTEC level 3 diploma in Music and BTEC level 3
in Performing Arts, Music Technology A level.
Those wanting to go on to Performing Arts college should also consider Music GCSE.

Course Components:
• Practical Component: Performance on chosen instrument and ensemble
• Listening and Appraising: Examined unit

Drama GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Ms Alonge
What is the subject about?
Drama GCSE is an opportunity for young
people to explore challenging themes, topics
and issues through performance. It allows
students to grow in public speaking and builds
effective team work over time.
During the course students will be expected to study
a variety of plays and explore a wide range of different
theatre styles. During the course students will be expected to write theatre reviews
and keep an extended diary of their practical work each lesson. This is used as a
reflection to develop exam knowledge.
Drama GCSE will help to develop practical skills, enhance imagination and explore
creativity. Students will devise performances from topics or ideas suggested by the
teacher or by the students themselves.
Where will this qualification take me?
Students will develop a multitude of skills, including collaboration, communication
and an understanding of how to amend and refine work in order to make a smooth
transition to the next level of study. Drama will give you the skills to present yourself
in any type of business or organisation you choose.
Candidates who study Drama go on to work in a range of jobs and careers from
acting, stage and screen, to business and leadership. Roles involving writing plays are
also possible.
Course Components
• Component 1: Understanding Drama (40%) Practical exploration and study
of one set text and one live theatre review
• Component 2: Devising (40%) Creating and developing a devised piece from a
stimulus and performing this devised piece.
• Component 3: Text in Performance (20%) Performing two key extracts from
a performance text.

Food Preparation
and Nutrition GCSE
Exam Board: Eduqas
Subject Leader: Ms Hammond
What is the subject about?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition equips
learners with the knowledge and skills to cook
and apply the principles of food science,
nutrition and healthy eating. Learners will cook
and make informed decisions about food and nutrition in order to be able to feed
themselves and others affordably and nutritiously.
As well as practical cooking, there will be a lot of written communication involved;
maths and science are needed for the investigations which is carried out as part of the
controlled assessment.
Although there is a lot of written and theory work, this will be supported and explored
through practical tasks. Therefore those with a passion for food should chose this
subject.
Where will this qualification take me?
A GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is a good basis for those wanting to
become a Food Technologist, Dietician, Chef, Public health advisor, Food
photographer / styling or food journalist.
The study and understanding of what we eat and how it affects our lives is essential to
build a healthy and happy society.
Students can go on to secure an apprenticeship in a commercial kitchen or study a
BTEC in professional cookery.
Course Components:
• Component 1 is an investigation into the working properties of food.
• Component 2 is in response to a set brief where you will plan and cook three dishes
within a timed setting.
• Component 3 is a written exam on the principles of food and nutrition.

Business Studies
GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Ms Adigun
What is the subject about?
Business Studies requires an enquiring mind,
an interest in learning about the world around us and
involves discovering how businesses succeed and remain
successful. Key topics include:
• How to start up and successfully run a business, with the use of technology and social
media.
• The impact of BREXIT on businesses and consumers.
• The successful marketing, people management and financial control of businesses.
• How businesses measure and improve performance.
The GCSE business course is both challenging and exciting, opening up many avenues
for future careers.

Where will this qualification take me?
Business Studies prepares you for studies in Professional Pathways (a Level 3 BTEC
course at Ark Globe), Economics and Geography. Business Studies is an ideal subject for
developing a wide range of skills. Pupils will learn how to research information from a
range of sources and critique these sources. They will develop skills, knowledge and
understanding that will be highly valued by employers and will be useful in the world of
work. A GCSE in Business Studies is a stepping stone to a range of brilliant future
opportunities. The skills developed will support pupils in further studies and/or
employment.
Students often go on to study Business, Finance, Economics related degrees or high level
apprenticeships.
Course Components:
Theme 1: Investigating small business
•
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
•
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
•
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
•
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
•
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences
Theme 2: Building a business
•
Topic 2.1 Growing the business
•
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
•
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions

Computer Science
GCSE
Exam Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Mr Kolawole
What is the subject about?
Computer Science GCSE inspires students to engage
with developments in technology with topics ranging
from computer communications and networking to
application development.
Computer Science encourages learners to:
• understand Computer Science - abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data
representation
• analyse and solve computational problems, including designing, writing and debugging
programs
• think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
• apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.

Where will this qualification take me?
Computer Science prepares students for a varied future in technology from working with
drones and driverless cars to programming and data analysis. The GCSE also develops
an understanding of the A level and university degree course, opening up a vast array of
exciting technical careers in fields that are still emerging.
Many traditional jobs are being replaced by jobs that require automation based on
Computer technology. There are no limits to what the future holds for Computer
Scientists. This is a cutting edge qualification.
Course Components:
Computer systems (50%)
• Systems Architecture, Memory & Storage
• Wired and wireless networks
• Networks, System security & System software
• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns
Computational thinking, algorithms & programming (50%)
• Algorithms
• Programming techniques
• Producing robust programs
• Data representation

To do Computer Science GCSE, you need to be very
proficient in Maths- at least a Grade 6.

Physical Education
OCR National
Exam Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Ms Blaney
What is the subject about?
At Ark Globe we are offering students
the opportunity to study the OCR Physical
Education course. This course involves both theory
and practical elements of Physical Education. Through
the theory component, you will learn about topics which
include: The structure and function of the skeletal system,
the structure and function of the muscular system, movement analysis,
the cardiovascular and respiratory systems, effects of exercise on body systems,
diet, how to train effectively and sports psychology .
To take PE it is important to have a strong understanding of Science , especially
Biology as the theory is quite scientific and this will help with your overall
understanding of the subject.
You will be expected to play sport regularly for either a school team or outside of
school to ensure that you get a good practical grade and understand the practical
application of the theory.
Where will the qualification take me?
The course is a great foundation for getting into a number of careers. For example,
PE teacher, coach, physiotherapist, sports psychologist, sports journalism, sports
scientist, personal trainer, leisure centre management.
This course would be a good choice if you want to take A Level PE, Sport Science
BTEC or Biology A Level after your GCSEs.
Course Components:
Component 01: Physical factors affecting performance
• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Physical training
Component 02: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology
• Socio-cultural influences
• Sports psychology
• Health, fitness and well-being
Component 03: Performance in physical education
• Assessment - 3 practical activities, 1 performance analysis task
• Analyse and evaluate your performance
• Produce an action plan for improvement

Frequently Asked Questions
You will undoubtedly have many questions about how to choose your GCSE options. The
questions below will help you to make the correct choices. However, it is important to
speak to your parents and teachers to help with your decision. It can also help if you speak
to students in the years above. Ask them about the subjects and how they made their
choices.
Are GCSE English, Maths and Science compulsory?
Yes, English, Maths and Science are compulsory, these are core subjects. This means that
all students have to do these core subjects.
Can I choose both Geography and History GCSE?
You can choose both should you want to. However, we encourage you to pursue a broad
range of options.
Can I choose both French and Spanish GCSE?
No, you will have to choose either French or Spanish. The language you studied in Years 7
and 8 will be the language you do at GCSE.
Should I base my GCSE options on subjects I am good at?
Being good at a particular subject might help you manage your GCSE workload, because
you will be able to complete work more quickly and get good results. If you are not sure
how good you are at a subject, you can talk to your teacher and ask for their advice.
Should I base my GCSE options on subjects I enjoy?
It is perfectly fine to consider choosing subjects you enjoy at GCSE level. You will be
studying that subject for several periods a week for the next two years, so it will definitely
help if there are aspects of the subject you enjoy. If you enjoy a subject you are more likely
to work harder which will help to get good grades.
Should I choose a GCSE subject because I like the teacher?
This is one of the most popular questions. Even though it is a difficult decision, you are
not advised to choose a subject because you like the teacher. Your teacher may change
throughout the course of the GCSE, therefore it is best to choose the subject that will help
with your future.

Should I choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it?
This is another popular question and the advice is not to choose a subject because your
friends are going to choose it. You may end up choosing a subject that you have little or no
interest in and this may affect how much effort you put into the subject.
Thinking about the future after GCSEs, are my A-Level choices affected by the
GCSE choices I make now?
Some A-level options do not require you to have studied them at GCSE first – for
example, Psychology, Economics and Media studies. You do not need to have these
options at GCSE to study them at A-level For other subjects you will most likely need the
GCSE related to your option choice , so check with your teacher to make sure.

