Ark Globe Academy
Year 11 to 12 Transition Work:
Russian History

AQA Tsarist and Communist Russia
1855-1964

To-do List

Task
Task 1:
Organisation

Task 2:
Background Reading
Task 3: MindMap/Diagram
Task 4:
Definitions
Task 5:
Example Essay

Instructions
Buy a folder for the Russia side of the course (or
collect one from Sixth Form) and a pack of 10
dividers.
You will need to divide it into the following areas: 1.
Course Info 2. Lessons/PPs 3. Alex II 4. Alex III 5.
Nicholas II 6. Reading
7. Assessment
Complete the reading and 3 questions on what
Russia was like in 1855

Complete

Create a MindMap or diagram showing the strengths
and challenges the Tsarist regime faced in 1855.
Learn the 20 key terms related to Russia ready for a
test in the first lesson
Read through the Intro and 1st paragraph on
‘Alexander II only introduced reforms because of
Russia’s defeat in the Crimea.’ Assess the validity of
this statement
Identify the argument being made and write this in
your own words. Highlight the Point, Evidence and
Explanation used in the 1st paragraph.
Identify how this is different from a 16 mark GCSE
question.

Task 2: Background reading
Complete the reading to answer these three questions in detail. Use the definitions from task 4 to help you.

1. How was Russia ruled in1855?

2. How did Russia’s economy compare to other European countries?

3. What was the biggest challenge facing Russia in 1855?

Task 3: MindMap/Diagram

Use the reading to create a mind map of Russia’s strengths and weaknesses in 1855.

Task 4: Russian History Key Terms Definitions

1) Anarchy

The absence of government or authority, usually leading to disorder.

2) Autocracy

A system of government where there are no constraints on the power of the ruler; absolute rule by one
person.
3) Bourgeoisie
Owners of capital, industrialists, manufacturers, wealthy merchants and the wealthy middle classes.
4) Capitalism
An economic system based upon private enterprise and profit. The marker determines the price of
goods, supply of raw materials and the distribution of products.
5) Intelligentsia Educated and more enlightened section of Russian society; normally upper middle class.
6) Mir
The peasant commune.
7) Bureaucracy A system of government where most of the decisions are taken by state officials rather than by elected
representatives.
8) Emancipation Freedom from bondage/slavery
9) Landowning Those who owned land and who were a privileged minority in Russian society.
elite
10) Orthodox
Following a split in the Christian Church in the 11th Century, the Eastern Orthodox Church developed
Church
its own beliefs and rituals. In Russia, the Orthodox Church taught followers that the Tsar’s power was
god-given.
11) Okhrana
Secret police established in 1881.
12) Third Section Secret police set up by Nicolas I and abolished in 1880 by Alexander II.
13) Pogrom
Organised, violent attack on the homes and businesses of Jews.
14) Proletariat
Industrial workers
15) Real wages
Wages in terms of the amount of goods and services that can be bought.
16) Redemption Payments made by peasants to the government to redeem land they had been allocated in the
Payments
emancipation.
17) Serfs
Peasants bound to the estates of nobles; essentially enslaved peasants.
18) Slavophiles
People who wanted to preserve Slav culture and the autocratic system of government, saw western
values and institutions as unsuited to Russia.
19) Slavs
The main ethnic group in Russia
20) Police state

A state in which the activities of people are closely monitored and controlled for political reasons.

Task 5: Example Essay
Identify the argument being made and write this in your own words. Highlight the Point, Evidence and Explanation used in
the 1st paragraph.
Read through the Intro and 1st paragraph on ‘Alexander II only introduced reforms because of Russia’s defeat in the
Crimea.’ Assess the validity of this statement
Identify how this is different from a 16 mark GCSE question.

Many of Alexander II’s reforms were linked to Russia’s defeat in the Crimea, not
least military reforms. However, there was also pressure from intellectuals before
the war to modernize and economic motives were key. The defeat in the Crimean
War acted as a catalyst for change, convincing those outside the intelligentsia that
Russia needed to reform in order to maintain its great power status. However, not
all of Alexander’s reforms were linked to economic modernization.
Russia’s failures in the Crimean War deeply humiliated the country and highlighted
the need for Russia to change. Alexander’s military reforms introduced by the exCrimean army general, Dmitry Milyutin, were a direct result of defeat.
Conscription was extended to all classes and the length of service reduced from 25 to
15 years. Military colonies were abolished and harsh punishments were banned.
These reforms were accompanied by improvements in training, weaponry and
communications. Although the upper classes were generally able to buy their way
out of conscription, these reforms did make the army less expensive and more
efficient in an attempt to avoid repeating the humiliations of the Crimean War.

