Year 11 into Year 12: History Project
Week 1: The USA pre1917
Areas of focus:
• Politics
• Slavery

Year 12 Paper 1:

In search of the
American Dream: the
USA, 1917–96

This is the United States of America
Task 1: Juicy Details Research
Questions
1. When was America founded?
2. Who did they win their
independence from?
3. Who was the first president of the
USA?
4. When was the American Civil War?
5. Who were the two sides in the
American Civil War?
6. What were they fighting about?
7. Who won?

Slavery
Using the attached information sheets and your
own research complete the following tasks:
1. What attitudes did Southern Slave owners
have towards Slaves?
2. What was the ‘Emancipation Proclamation’
of 1863 and why was it so important?
3. What were the problems that arose from
the abolition of slavery?
4. What problems still persisted for Black
Americans after the abolition of slavery?
5. What was the biggest strength or
opportunity for America after the
emancipation of the slaves?

The Confederate Flag of the Southern States in the American Civil
War (1861-1865) is still used as a symbol of pride by some groups in
America

1. Watch this video and this video. What is happening in each protest?
2. Why is the use of this flag be seen as offensive to people in America?
3. What political statement do you think that the people waving this flag
are making?

The American Political System
It is very important in Year 12 that you have an understanding of
how the American political system works. Using the information
sheets and your own research answer these questions:
1.

What is federalism?

2.

What powers does the President have?

3.

What powers do states have?

4.

In your opinion, what has been the most important
amendment to the constitution?

5.

Create a flowchart/diagram titled ‘Power’ to show which
groups, people and places hold power in America.

6.

Research 3 disputes between states and federal government
and add this as annotations onto your flow chart

