Year 11 into 12 Geography Introductory work
I am so glad to hear you have chosen to study geography at A level, it builds on a lot of the
knowledge you will already have from the GCSE content. You will have a human and physical side to
the course, taught by two of us geography teachers. Below is a summary of the different
components learnt:

For the physical
geography part you
study water and carbon
cycles, coasts and
hazards.

For the human
geography part you
study global systems
and governance,
changing places and
population and the
environment.

This is the textbook that we use for A level. You
will all receive a copy of this. If you want to get
ahead of things and do some pre-reading, it
would be worth ordering your own, however
this is not expected.

Internet resources
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNAn0nR8vIw
Follow these links for the channels and videos mentioned:
Vox - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXo...
How China is changing Hollywood - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8R-FQ...
Vice - https://www.youtube.com/user/vice
VICE ON HBO - Global Warming Is Increasing Russia's Profits, And Pollution
https://video.vice.com/en_us/video/gl...
Beme News - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY0Y...
Financial Times - https://www.youtube.com/user/Financia...
Economist - https://www.youtube.com/user/Economis...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVqARxwqc1Q
Links: Geographical Association - Geography Matters
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geograph...
RGS - https://www.rgs.org/join-us/young-geo...
Hodder - Geography Review - https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/geo...

Keep up to date:
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔

BBC News Daily Email - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/arti...
The Economist https://www.economist.com/ Al Jazeera https://www.aljazeera.com/
The Week https://www.theweek.co.uk/
The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/uk

Human Geography
We start with changing places in the human side of the course, so here are some activities to help
you prepare:
Read and make notes on the reading below (it is difficult, so don’t be too daunted)

➔
➔
➔
➔

Comprehension Questions:
What 3 aspects make up place?
Use Baghdad as the example to explain place
How do the Twin Towers have different meanings?
What are chora and topos?

➔ Watch TED talk by Pico Iyer from June 2013 on “where is home?”, then answer the question
“why might some people feel like outsiders in a place?” At least half an A4 page
➔ Read the information regarding academic writing and essay structure:

Geography

Case studies are crucial in Geography essays.
Geography is a subject that crosses the divide between the sciences and
the humanities, considering both physical processes and human
activities (and their effects on the world around us). Essays for
Geography may differ depending on which of these focuses the essay is
discussing, and the evidence you might include in your essay could vary
from phenomena observed and data gathered in the natural world to the
results of population censuses. To write a good Geography essay, you’ll
need to include both theory and detailed, real-world case studies to support
your answer. Mention specific places by name, and communicate the facts
accurately. Your teacher will be assessing not just your knowledge, but
your ability to support what you say with relevant information that proves it.
You shouldn’t just rattle off everything you know about a particular case
study; you should deploy relevant facts from the case study to support a
specific point you’re trying to make. Keep linking each point back to the
question, so that you’re always working towards answering it; this also
helps you ensure that everything you include is actually relevant to the
question.
Showing that you’ve thought about an issue from multiple perspectives,
and that you appreciate how they interrelate, is important in Geography.
You can do this by organising the content of your essay into categories,
considering different factors in turn, such as the scale of the issue, and the
timeframe and environment involved. Discuss the various factors involved
logically, one by one, such as the environmental impact of climate change
or a natural disaster (such as a tsunami or volcanic eruption), followed by
its physical, economic, social and political implications. Acknowledging the
numerous nuances of the situation will demonstrate your appreciation of its
complexity and show that you are thinking at a high level.

•
•

•
•
•

Point – make a statement, such as “People’s experience of place
varies depending on their relationship with it”
Explanation – elaborate on the statement in more detail. In this
example, your explanation would involve explaining the parallels
between people’s relationship with place at a local level, as well as
at a national and global level as well as maybe how long they have
had a relationship with that place.
Evidence – now provide facts or figures from what you have read/
learnt about. Using locational context in geography is key
Evaluation – Question what you are writing- is there another side
to the point you are making?
Reiterate – close off the paragraph by reiterating the point so that
your argument always links back to the title of the essay.

➔ Complete the essay question “to what extent are places different?” [6 marks]
➔ Complete 5 flashcards on what you have learnt about changing places so far
➔ Watch Ted talk on:
https://www.ted.com/talks/taiye_selasi_don_t_ask_where_i_m_from_ask_where_i_m_a_l
ocal then answer question “what is identity?”

Physical Geography
We start with the water and carbon cycle in the physical side of the course, here are some
activites to help you prepare:
➔ Read and answer questions on the sheet about hydrographs

➔ Read and answer questions about River Management

➔ Watch Ted Talk on what is the carbon cycle: https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-carbon-cyclenathaniel-manning then answer question “what is the carbon cycle?”
➔ Create 5 flashcards on what you have learnt about the carbon cycle

